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Therever you may go, whatever you may do, one thing remains 
certain. You need a Companion you can count on. That's why 
we build IPC Companion notebooks to such 
exacting standards. Available in a variety of configurations 
to suit the needs of every traveller, IPC Companion note- 
books are packed with awesome power and functionality. PSOUMT*' 

Powered by reliable Pentium* processors with MMX" 
technology, Companion's are ideal for graphic presentations, 
heavy duty multimedia computing, or just plain number 
crunching. They ship with a 16x speed CD ROM, 2 or 4 
MB of video memory, and an oversize high resolution 
LCD screen. 

And the Companion fits in anywhere you take it. The 
rechargeable battery with an AC adapter, the power man- 
agement, and the built-in features such as speakers, a 
, microphone, and an infrared port make longer term notebooking a reality. 

[ QH ke» The Companion has ports and connectors to plug in everywhere. Add a 

l itoSES keyboard or a monitor, or even a TV - the Companion is an incredibly 
1 1 versatile computer! 

To find out more about this powerful, reliable Companion, visit your 
w " item-siuota a " d local authorized IPC dealer, or dial 1.888.446.4472 for more info. 


Incredibly connectable! Incredibly versatile! 


$ 5499*HU 


Incredibly simple! 
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Built-in infrared port for easy 
network connections 
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ild see people using the World Wide ' 
entertainment, shopping, banking, communl 
news and other information gathering. 

Gates predicted that this lifestyle v 
achieved when 50 percent of Americans ar 
the Web in the manner he outlined. He si 
in years. 
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tally. Gates 

ed from visionary to realist. 

International Data Corp. (IDO researchers found that 5] 
people were using the Internet at the end of September, wilt 
lion of those people also using the Web. At the end of 1996, 
ed 34 million Internet users and 27,6 million people using t 

IDC researchers predict the number of Internet users will li 
lion and the Web will break the 50 million user barrier by t 
1997. These predictions. If realized, represent a near doublin 

In clocking the pace of change, IDC also predicts the combined num- (see page 29). 
ber of purchases made via the Web will top one million per day by year 
end. And the total amount of goods and services purchased this year 
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So what? 

So nothing! You can live quite a full life connected only to 
ing. non virtual network of family, friends and colleagues. I 
blissful, non-wired existence myself until two years ago. I 
whispers of the existence of this parallel, virtual universe I 

dramatic, just tweaking things a little in my favour. Before m 
to Vancouver two and a half years ago, I was living in St. |o 
a rather, ahem, Isolated location. Had I an email connection, I would 
have had daily contact with family and friends In Vancouver and all 
stops in between, and I might saved a few bucks on phone bills. 

Now that I'm back in Vancouver and have email, I frequently hear 
from my friends in Canada's easternmost province, something that 
might not have happened if they or I had to rely on letter writing. 


in's, Nfld., from the Net. 

1, I would And though th 
thing else you It 


review a key tool for connection: the modem. Although Ih 
ty of Internet access modes is broadening— including cable, sate 
md more recently successful high-speed transmission via existin 
ir lines in the United Kingdom— most people still use a moden 
Greiner tests the latest 56K models (see page 10). 
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Originally it was a challenge just to get 
everything installed and working: X, telnet. 

so simple to install that the challenge has 
left. I installed Slackware 3.2 faster than I 
installed Wing;! I even have an Icon on my 
Wing; desktop that I can click, and it causes 


feeds with O' 
fine and dandy, but if there are no artii 
these groups, they are useless, and I 

My second problem Is with untlmite 
vice. Recently 1 have been using the In 

also on a limited budget. What I seem t 
here is that most ISPs have a three-hou 
and then you get disconnected. Sure, yt 




;o found that you get c 


to start with, and I refuse to pay a setup fee. 
This to me is just money grabbing and you 
get nothing for it. The other problem I have 
with this is that if their service sucks, you are 
out that money-they will not refund you. I 
have lost a lot of money this way. 

So that's it-l would be interested in what 
you or your readers have to say. Oh, one last 
thing. Is there a regulatory board for ISPs? 

Corey Reeve 

Editor's note: Perfect timing. Corey. 
Hopefully, our Internet Issue will help you 
ups. out! Our Hist feature this month is on choos- 
Jest ing an Internet sen/ice provider. 

s in Kudos for Kevin 

s is I thoroughly enjoy your [Kevin UnfieWsl OS/2 
Ready column in the Computer Player! Also, I 
ser- enjoy the "You Asked Us..." column. Thanks for 
met the good work and keep it up! These columns 
am are the main reason I look for this paper. Being 
find a reseller, I get alot of free publications sent to 
imit me as well as alot of email subscriptions etc. 
can However, it's very refreshing to see a fairly well- 
ying balanced representation of OS/2. IBM, etc. in 
:on- the main stream computer press. I find many 

mt. that newcomers to OS/2 must as well. 
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NetNations becomes Premier Gold Partner with InterNIC 


V ancouver’s NetNation has signed a 
Gold Premier Partner agreement with 
InterNIC— the entity responsible for 
the registration and administration of com- 
mon Internet domain names. The Web host- 
ing business Is the first Canadian company 
to enter Into this agreement with InterNIC. 

wide, joining the ranks of Netcom, AOL 
Primehost. Earthlink and others. 

NetNation's customers now receive special- 

NetNation has direct access to InterNICs data- 
base. allowing domain registration within 24 
hours instead of a waiting period of up to 

According to NetNation’s vice-president of 
marketing, (oseph Kllbur, "InterNIC offers this 
arrangement to a limited number of Internet 
sendee providers (ISPsJ or Web hosting com- 
panies that consistently register large quanti- 
ties of Internet domain names. We’re possibly 
the largest domain registrar in Canada, with 

You can find NetNation on the Web at 
http://www.netnation.com . — /C 

Government blue pages online 

BC Tel and Dominion Directory are providing 
listings for more than 23.000 federal, provin- 
cial, regional and municipal government 
offices through a hot link at on the BC Yellow 
Pages Web site. The listings, which will be 
updated monthly, can be viewed at 
www.bcyellowpages.com . 

Richmond computer company helps 
match organ donors with recipients 

Thanks to a gift from ComputerHelp 
Resources of Richmond. Canadians waiting 
for organ transplants will soon be matched 
with donors via a specially designed Internet 
application. The project was conducted in co- 
operation with the Toronto-based Canadian 
Procurement Programs and the 12 regional 
bodies known as MORE (Multiple Organ 
Retrieval and Exchange). 

ComputerHelp Resources designed and 

transplant recipients for non-rena! 
organs— liver, heart, lung, heart/lung, small 
bowel and pancreas. This user-friendly 
intranet-based system is designed to make 
it easier and faster to match donors with 

president, Andrew Levine, "Matches were 
being done manually. The regional MORE 
organizations circulated their weekly lists by 
r ax. With that method, there were holdups, 
delays and always the risk of lost informa- 
tion and human error. With this new data- 
base, matches across Canada will be made 
immediately." 

Challenges included the need to accommo- 
date complex medical information in the 
database and the necessity to build sophisti- 

to completely ensure privacy and confiden- 
tiality. The final phase of the project will 
involve the provision of computer training to 


personnel from the MORE groups. first time this technology has been imple- http://www.computerhelp.ca , or call 604-244- 

Are the organizations pleased? “Ecstatic!" mented to meet such a very real need." 8352 for more information. -/C 

remarked Levine. "It's a Canadian first — the ComputerHelp is on the Web at continued on n , , „ « 
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The 800N is one of the most aggressively priced Notebooks on the market today. 
The system is built with all brand name parts which include Toshiba Hard Drive. 
Hitachi Display, and Intel CPU. This system also has an excellent 3-Year Warranty. 
Stay far ahead of the game for a fraction of the price! 
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• 16 MB RAM 
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Rogers' fibre optic network. Networking 

individual email addresses, is being provid- 
ed by IBM. 

MC2 Learning Systems teams up 
with Industry Canada's SchoolNet 

Industry Canada's SchoolNet has recognized 
MCz Learning Systems of Burnaby as a leader 
in the development of educational network 

with MCz to provide a leading-edge technolo- 
gy to all registered SchoolNet schools and 

The technology IS Zebu™ software, a refine- 
ment of Alive Pages. MCz's Web authoring 

publish, and participate In interactive, online 
projects without knowledge of any program- 
ming language. The beta version 1.7 Is sched- 
uled lor mid-October. 

MCz. housed at Simon Fraser University 
(SFU). develops and markets Internet- and 
intranet-based software for the elementary 
and secondary school education market. 
Supported by the National Research Council 
of Canada, the Science Council of B.C. and the 
researchers at SFU. MCz has gained interna- 
tional recognition as a leader in Its field. MCz 
software grew out of the Alive! Project, a co- 
operative research venture between SFU and 
Mcz . 


In April, MCz received funding approval I 

consortium) to proceed with a Collaborative | 
Learning Prolect In Prince Edward Island. 1 
The project Is eapected to result in a sig- ' 
nificant change In how curriculum is deliv- 



to evaluate outcomes. 

SchoolNet is a collaborative initiative of the 


promote the effective use of information tech- 
nology amongst Canadians. MCz is online at 
http://www.mc2.sfu.c3 .— JC 


Set sail and empty your coffers 

With the announcement that the BC Ferries I 
Corporation is raising the price on most of its ' 


potation and VanCity 
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Introducin g the ViewSonic EA771 [ 

After winning just about every award in the 17“ category, we’re pushing the envetope once 
again. This time with our new EA771 (16.0" viewable) multimedia monitor. With a microphone and 
built-in high fidelity stereo speakers, it’s perfect for surfing the web, gaming, edutainment or teleconferencing. 

In the award winning tradition of ViewSonic* technology, the EA771 offers unsurpassed visual clarity. Thanks 
to a 0.27mm dot pitch and 1,024 x 768 resolution at a mind-boggling 87Hz refresh rate, images are sharp and crisp and 
eye strain and operator fatigue are virtually eliminated. 

Bring more life to vour home life. 

With powerful features and quality far higher than its price, the EA771 is the perfect monitor for home and home office use. 
And, like all ViewSonic monitors, it’s backed by our limited three year warranty*-which is the best in the business. 

To bring more life to your home life, start by looking into the ViewSonic 
EA771, the latest innovation from the technology leader in the 17” (various 
viewable) market 

For the dealer nearest you, call ViewSonic a I (800) 888-8583. 
(416) 491-7088, or visit our website at: www.viewsonic.com. 


Model 

EA771 

CRT Screen Size 

17" (16.0’ viewable) 

Dot Pitch 

0.27mm 

Mai. Resolution 

1,152x870 (Mart 

Recommended Resolution 

1,024 x 768 0 87Hz 
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7 clocks 56K modem conte 


BY LYNN GREINER 

Under review: 

GVC Speakerphone Modem 
Hayes Accura Speakerphone 56K 
IBM 33.6K PCMCIA modem 
Megahertz 56K PCMCIA 
Motorola ModemSURFR 56K 
US Robotics Sportster s6K Voice/Fax 
Zoom/FaxModem 56KX 

T hese days, the all-consuming passion 
of online users is the Internet. We con- 
nect to it at work, over our companies' 
local area networks, and at home (if we're 
lucky and live in the right places) over high- 
speed cable lines or satellite downlinks. 

Okay, I'm exaggerating (or dreaming). When 
most of us talk about connecting to the Internet 
from home, we mean over a dial-up telephone 
line. And that means, using a modem. 

A modem (an acronym for 
MOdulator/DEModulator) is a device that sits 
between a computer and a telephone line, 
translating computer signals, which arc strict- 
ly on/off. to continuous waves that can travel 
over an analogue telephone line, and back 
again. The theoretical "speed limit" over tele- 
phone lines means that the fastest modem can 
transmit and receive at 33.6Kbps. 

What uboul 56Kbps. you ask? Well, it's a 
technical cheat (it’s actually only 53Kbps, for 
now. thanks to U S. regulations). It also only 
works under specific conditions, and it only 
hits that speed one-way (and so is referred to 
as asymmetrical)— from your Internet service 
provider (ISP) to you. What you send back 
meanders along al a mere 28.8 or 33,6Kbps. 


Unidentical twins 

There are two competing would-be standards 
in the 56K world: x2, from US Robotics 
(3Com), and K56Flex, developed by 
Rockwell and Lucent. They are not compati- 
ble, so when you’re shopping for a 56K 
modem, be sure you're buying the flavour 
supported by your ISP. and insist that your 
modem of choice offers some sort of 
upgrade path once a standard is decided 
upon. A flash upgrade is best — that means 
you will simply download a file and repro- 
gram the modem lor the new standard in a 
matter of minutes. If the manufacturer 
promises to send you a new chip, or swap (he 
modem, you'll be forced to endure delays 
(weeks — maybe months) while supplies are 
obtained and sent nut. 

As a matter of fact, a flash upgradable 
modem is a good idea in any case. It enables 
manufacturers to add enhancements, or fix 
glitches, quickly and cheaply. 

Almosl all modems sold today also offer 
fax capability: some even provide what's 
essentially a voice mail system as well. 
Most come in internal and external ver- 

We looked at a collection of modems sup- 
porting both types of 56K technology, and 
one that's simply a serviceable 33.6Kbps 
unit. Testing was done by connecting to sev- 
eral ISPs, plus a corporate remote-access 
facility, and looking at connection speeds, 
reliability of the connection, and perfor- 
mance. K56Flex speeds were tested thanks to 
Internet Direct, while x2 connectivity was 
courtesy of Netcom Canada. 

Now. the modems. 


GVC Speakerphone Modem 

Type: Internal 
Technology: X2 
Price: $169 

This was the sole internal unit in our 
roundup It supports the x2 version of 56K 
(GVC also offers K56Flcx models). In a Plug 
and Play system, installation is straightfor- 
ward: stuff the card into a free ISA slot, and 
start the machine. You need to download the 
Unimodem V driver lor Windows 95 (unless 
you're running OSR 2) to use the voice tele- 
phony features, which include a full-duplex 
speakerphone (both parties can talk al once, 
as on a real phone, not one at a lime, like on 
a radio). With Windows 3.1, you have to 
resort to fiddling with jumpers. Connections 
were solid and reliable. GVC offers a lifc- 


Hayes Accura Speakerphone 56K 

Type: External 

Technology: <56Flex 

Price: $229 (less $56 mall-in rebate) 

This model supports K56Flcx. Installation 
under Windows 95 was a straightforward 
matter of plugging the unit into a serial port 
and starling the system; Windows 95 detect- 
ed it and asked for its driver disk. Unlike 
most modems, the unit has a 9-pin serial con- 
nector on it. but Hayes supplies an adapter, so 
you don't have to buy a new modem cable. 

It ships with SmartCom Message Center 
LE and a CD-ROM full of online service 
signups. Documentation is sparse, although 
there's a large help Tile on the driver diskette. 

Conventional connections were reliable, but 
56Kbps was almost unachievable— I suspect 


the culprit was the nol-yet-standard "stan- 
dard." Hayes offers a five-year warranty. 

IBM 33.6K PCMCIA modem 

Type: PCMCIA 
Price: $356 

This — the only 33.6 Kbps modem in our 
review — is a voice/ dala/faxmodem for your 



average notebook computer. It installed 
seamlessly, and communicated al its full 
rated speed, with no problems. As an added 
bonus, you can use il with a cell phone (with 
the addition of the appropriate cable) for true 
wireless communications. 

The unit uses an XJack connection that 
clicks in and oul like the top of a ballpoint 
pen: you plug an ordinary telephone cord into 
it — no special "tail" is required (on the down- 
side, XJacks are a hit fragile, and can he 
snapped ofT by the heavy handed). It comes 
with Cheyenne BitWare voice/data/fax soft- 
ware for Windows. 

IBM provides a five-year warranty. 

Megahertz 56K PCMCIA modem 

Type: PCMCIA. 

Technology: X2 
Price: $409. 

This is an x2 unit, also with XJack 
(Megahertz developed the XJack). II. too. 
supports cellular input, and can act as a 
speakerphone (only half duplex, though), or 
answering machine. 

Installation was simple, and, as with its 
33.6Kbps predecessor, the modem functioned 
flawlessly in all connections. Megahertz (now 
pan of 3Com) didn't sacrifice any of the unit's 
old features when il added 56K, which also 
functioned at full-rated speed. 

Motorola ModemSURFR 56K 



Type: External 
Technology: Ks6Flex 
Price: $t6o-$200 

This model is a plain little box with slots on 
the bottom so it can be hung on a wall. 
There's no power switch, and no external 
volume control, and the default volume is 
loud. Hookup was easy — the instructions are 
very well done — although most of the docu- 
mentation is on CD-ROM. Windows 95 
talked to it happily. 
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The connections were solid, although the 
best speed I got was 44Kbps (overall 
K56Flex was not as speedy as x2 in my 
tests). On non-56K lines, the unit achieved 
28.8Kbps. 

US Robotics Sportster 56K Voice/Fax 

Type: External 
Technology: X2 
Price: $399 

This is USR's consumer x2 model (the 
Courier is the higher-end model), but it 
doesn’t lack features. It has integrated voice 
mail, as well as the usual data and fax capa- 
bilities. and a CD-ROM full of software 
ranging from ISP signup offers and Internet 
tools to a copy of Federal Express's online 
shipping program. 

There's a nice, (comparatively) fat manual 
explaining how to set the unit up. which also 
provides a glossary of communications termi- 
nology. plus lists of the modem registers 
(memory locations) that one can occasionally 
tweak to improve performance, and the "AT' 
initialization commands. This sort of informa- 
tion isn't supplied often enough anymore! 

53Kbps (the legal maximum) on one occa- 
sion. and consistently provided connections 
at 51Kbps. 



Zoom/FaxModem $6Kx 

Technology: K56Flex 
Price: US$199 

This model is a Motorola modem in dis- 
guise (the installation disks still say 
"Motorola," in fact, and Windows 95 
refers to it as a ModemSURFR). but it 
remedies many of the deficiencies of the 

indicator lights include one that shows 
when you've hit the magic 56K (K56Flex 
flavour) protocol. 

It comes with a litter or software, includ- 
ing WinFax Lite. COMil. and signups for the 
major online services. Connections were in 
the 42 to 44Kbps range, and rack solid. 


Remote-control software 


PCAnywhere 3a, from Symantec 
RapidRemote. from Quarterdeck LapUnk for 
Windows NT/95, from Traveling Software 

■ f you're a computer user both at home and 
I at the office, chances are you've needed 
I something from one machine while you're at 
the other. And if you do technical support, 
wouldn't it be nice to be able to control the 
user's machine from a distance so you can run 
diagnostics and find out what's wrong without 
leaving your desk? 

Remote control software makes it all possi- 
ble. It lets you connect to a computer (over the 
LAN or via modem or direct cable) and control 
it as though you were sitting at its keyboard. 
You see what's happening on Its screen, and 
can run its software, or copy files to your local 
system, or map drives over a dialup line as 
though you were networked to 'the remote 
machine. 

Personality conflicts 

Since these programs intercept keyboard and 
monitor information and redirect it through the 
modem, they've typically been a tad cranky 
and unstable. But the latest crop, particularly 
those tunning under Windows 95. are much 
nicer to deal with. We briefly looked at three 
products. Two— Symantec's PCAnywhere. and 
Traveling Software's LapLink NT/95— ate simi- 
larly priced at around $200. The third. 
Quarterdeck Rapid Remote, is a “light” product 
that can be purchased on its own for under 
$100. or as part of the Procomm Plus commu- 
nications suite. 

The award for most improved remote soft- 
ware has to go to PCAnywhere. version 8.0. The 
last version I tried was glacially slow, and rather 


unstable, so I wasn't prepared for the relative- 
ly brisk performance of the current version 
(over a dialup link, your expectations must be 
lowered). It also contains nice touches, such as 
a utility that allows you to make installation 
diskettes for use on systems without CD-ROM 

Ybu get software for Windows 95. Windows 
NT, and Windows 3.1. plus a special parallel 
cable for direct connections and a copy of CU- 
SeeMe. 

When I think of LapLink. I always think of the 
program I used to move files over a direct 
cable connection from notebook to desktop 
and back. LapLink still does that (there's a spe- 
cial serial cable in the box), but it's also a 
capable remote-control program as welL offer- 
ing good speed and stable dial-up connec- 

Its security Is a tad doubtful, though. When 
you save an entry in its dialing directory it 
stores your password in plain text 

Software for Windows NT and 95 is pack- 
aged together, there's a separate version for 
Windows 3.1. As with PCAnywhere, you can 
make installation diskettes from the CD-ROM. 

We looked at Rapid Remote for Windows 95 
a few months ago (check out back issues at 
out Web site httpV/www.computer-playeccom). 
Its only quirk was. and Is, in its screen refresh, 
which tends to be unreliable, leaving bits of 
display from previously run software lying 
around. But it's quick, small, inexpensive, and 
reliable.— Lynn Greiner 

Site seeing: 

Symantec Coqioritlondittp^Airwwsymanteccom 
Quarterdeck, http://www.qdeck.com 
Traveling Software, http://www.travsoft.com 


COWnpiPUYBI! 

COMPIftsPlAYER! 

r. 

COMPlflPmER! 

EDITOR'S CHOICE 


modem are not interchangeable, and 
many ISPs only one or the olher. we 
selected an Editor's Choice for each tech- 

In the K56Flcx camp, the Zoom/Fax 


Modem was head and shoulders above 
the others for features and usability. An 
external volume control would be nice, 
though. 

US Robotics developed x2. so it's probably 
no surprise that the Editor's Choice here is 
the Sportster. Its reliable, high-speed connec- 
tions and consistent performance, plus bonus- 
es such as the software bundle and excellent 
reference manual, make it a winner. ♦ 

Site seeing: 

GVC, http: www.gvc.ca 

Hayes, http://www.hayes.com 

IBM. http://www.networking.ibm.com/mod/ 

modprod.html 

Megahertz, http://x2.usr.c0m 

Motorola, http://www.mot.com 

US Robotics, http://x2.usr.com 
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Brainium 'a virtual field trip’ 

Online resource helps make science current, exciting 


BY MAUREEN MACNEILL 



these through a one-of-a-kind Internet- 
accessed program called the Brainium. 
says Waugh. 

Conceived because of a shortfall in sci- 
ence funding, the Brainium was designed to 
get as many students involved in science as 
possible, especially those between Grades 4 
to 8. says Dr. David Vogt, one of the minds 
behind the project and its current director of 
I content development. 

"We can reach all people," says Vogt. “We 
realized when we finished the prototype that 
we had something unique in B.C.. Canada, 
and the world.” 

Waugh, who leaches at Wix-Brown 
Elementary in Langley, has been making 
full use of the program. 

‘The kids like it because the material on 
there is up-to-date." says Waugh, who has 

year as a consultant of sorts, supplying 
feedback to its designers about what he 

Because his school is not hooked up to the 
Internet, Waugh uses his home computer to 
copy stories, illustrated with graphics or 
photos, and brings them to his students. 




Brainium has eight main areas. Youngsters 
and teachers can browse through sections 
such as the “Daily Sponge" to get the most 
current information on science topics in a 

youths to the array of future possibilities in 
science and technology, while the 
“Bugzone" uses interactive cartoons and 
adventure games to involve students in 


There are plenty of sites for teachers to 
visit, too. "The Infomactor" provides cur- 
riculum-guided coverage of science. 
Mondo Brainium is an entry point to view 
new happenings, while “Teachers' Prep 


Vogt says Brainium is directed at Grade 4 
to Grade 8 teachers because teachers in that 
category have no specific science training. 

"It's a lot harder to break into Grades 9 to 
1 2 because teachers arc science specialists 
and have more rigid science programs" he 
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Dial Up 
ISDN to the 
Internet 

33.6 / K56 

Modem 

Internet 


WlfAT hEATS up yoirn busiNESS? 




At Radiant, speed is always a hot topic. From fast 
^ 33 6 modems, even faster K56flex modems, up to a 
sizzling 128 kbps through BC TEL's ISDN@H0ME. 

But around here, what's really hot is the service — our 
h- concerted effort to deliver connectivity solutions that 

will earn your business, and keep it! Call 257-0500. 


Server Park 
on the fibre 
backbone 

Web Page 
Hosting 


RadIant 


info®radiantnet 

Suite 1420 
885 W. Georgia 
Vancouver. BC 
V6C3E8 
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COMPUTER GROUP INC. 

.tntcomputer.com 
tntcomputcr.com 


ready To Go. No Interest, No Payment For 90 Dayc 

Instant Leasing Approval n ^ 


( 604 ) 273-3316 ( 604 ) 570-0330 

Fax: (604) 270-0366 Fax: (604) 570-0280 


Mon-Sat: 10-6:30 pm Sun: 11-5 pm 


16MED0 557 32M SDRAM 5135 
NEC 24X CDROM S99 Kbit PnF Sound 519 


School Mate 


Ultra Station 


6xS6200+ 919 86 200+ s 1299 


Ultra TX I 

6x86 200+ $ 1839 
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N & K MULTIMEDIA 

SYSTEM 

Basic Standard 

MMX K6-P233 $1519 MMX K6-P233 $1819 
MMX K6-P200 $1359 MMX K6-P200 $1659 
MMX K6-P166 $1269 MMX K6-P166 $1569 
AMD K5-PI66 $1209 AMD K5-P166 $1509 
AMD K5-P133 $1169 AMD K5-P133 $1479 

Thdcm '».»» M-llU SVCiACald ATl'jDXpH 'In SVGA Card 
MauilmniU J- SVliA Murmur. Mirgmumc 1 5" SVGA Morutor 

Professional 
MMX K6-P233 $2609 
MMX K6-P200 $2449 
MMX K6-PI66 $2359 
AMD K5-PI66 $2299 
AMD K5-PI33 $2259 

ASUS MB * I \ t IripMM A SI’K 
J2MU 1:00 RAM tftJ Mil -SI W) 

Magitmm. 17" SVC.A Murmur 

•1.0 n mwvm Speak.-., Vei M\ i'll a. At S..W Spi-al.l 

Two years parts & labour warranty. 

Buy a tea 8 get 

Free E-mail At 

.easing available! 

Idreit 

Internet Tea House JESEJSE 

Division of N&K Computer 

3306 Cambro Street, Vancouver, BC ,V5Z 2W5(Near 17th Avc) nkebr-nke .bc.ca 


Contest launched 
on Anik 1 anniversary 


I 8:13 p.m. EST. on Nov. 9 1972 a 
Thor-Dclta launch vehicle Mood 
poised on Pad 17-B ai Ihe Eastern 
Tesl Range at Cape Kennedy, in Florida. 
Encased in a fairing near the top of the 119- 
fool rocket was a 1.238 lb. payload— Telesat 
Canada's Anik I satellite — destined to 
become the Erst domestic communications 
satellite in synchronous orbit. At 8:14 p.m.. 
with a thunderous roar, and belching smoke 
and flame. Ihe launch vehicle lifted slowly 
off its pad and accelerated into the clear night 
sky. Twenty-si* minutes later Anik I was in 

This description of the launch of Telesal's 
Erst satellite, from the company's 1972 annu- 
al report, reveals a corporate pride in one of 
Canada's most dramatic communications 

'That launch was in a class by itself." says 
David Golden, who served as Telesal's pres- 
ident from its inception in 1969 until 1980. 
"If we didn't have a successful launch, we 
didn't have a company. The whole essence 
and core of our business was at stake." 

In 1972, Telesat was a small company with 
a program without precedent: starting from 
scratch to plan, design, build and operate a 


In addition to overseeing the construction 

nicalions network across the country and 
built the sophisticated telemetry, tracking, 
and command (TTACI system that would 
guide Anik to its orbital perch and keep it 
anchored during its expected seven-year 
lifespan (Anik AI actually lasted 10 years). 

Within the year following the launch, 
northern communities watched live Hockey 
Night in Canada broadcasts for the Erst time. 

new satellite voice network. 

Blast your name into outer space! 

To celebrate the anniversary. Telesat is look- 
ing for a name for its new direct broadcast 
satellite, to be launched nest fall. The name 
Anik. which means little brother in Inuit, was 
the result of a similar contest in 1972. This 
time, in addition to placing the new name on 
the side of the satellite. Telesat is promising 
to include the name of the winner. For infor- 
mation on the Telesat National Satellite 
Contest call 800-520-0002 or check out the 
Telesat Web site at http://www.tclcsat.ca .♦ 
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Langley schools to be part of online education forum 


BY MAUREEN MACNEILL 


li 


! providing them wilh a place to 
'em and gel piacdcal experience 



In rei 


;-up give 


getting schools online, and the oppommi 
explore the Internet and SchooICcntri 
tools for education, says Spence. 

"They will drive the product, how it wo 
says Family Ware chief executive ol 
Michael Brown. "We get their expertise s 
don't go out cold with the product." 

Brown says the product will be free, bt 
company is not offering it to anyone b 
January, when both sides are comfor 



"walk" through the school and stop in cert 
areas to gather information. Some areas 
off-limits. For example, students cannot w 

Parents can browse through th 
find out what activities arc coming up 
read newsletters, and also have access to t 


:hool ti 


tween educational angle. For example, it 
ils and parents." says Petrie, students to work collaboralively on 
Is, the program also has an , 
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PH>S81-4698 fax.581 -838SE 

Build Your Own Pentium For Xmas. 

ATX Intel VX Mainboard and ATX tower case. 

ONLY $175.00 


BEST PRICES IN SURREY 
Crazy Bill's Special 33.6 
Comstar Modem $69 

1.44 floppy drives $28. 

Win 95 Keyboard SI 7. 

101 Keyboard $19. 

Touchpad Keyboard.. ..$75. 

ps/2 Keyboard $24. 

Genius Net Mouse $26. 

ps/2 Mouse $12. 

Mouse $7 

.16 Bit Sound Card $24. 

KTX 16 Sound Card $26. 

KTX Pentium CPU Fan.. $8. 

Novell Network Card $20. 

PCI Video Card $30. 

4 Meg PCI Video $76 

True SB 16 $67 

XMAS Special 56.6 

Modem $118. 

Speakers for multi media 
large selection at super prices. 
Pentium Mainboards 
Starting at $89.00 
"Bonus' 'A 649 lottery ticket with] 
purchace of $30.00 or more. 
Million dollar dreams come to 
reality. 

Cases 

13” tower.. .$37. 

15" tower. ..$38. 

19” tower.. .$48. 

24” tower... $58. 

Desk top ...$40. 


Were Open every 

Day from 9am to 
7pm 

Golden Top is 
located in Super 8 
Foods 


CD Wonder Movie 

Hours of animated fun. 

Follow That Sleigh 

Great gift for kids of all ages. 

$ 10.00 

Cables, cables, cables all for 
a discount price. Watever you 
need we got it! 


MONITORS 

KTX 17” SVGA $555.00 

¥ KTX 15" SVGA $298.00 

KTX 14" SVGA $198.00 

USED MONITOR BLOW OUT 

All Sales final on used monitor blow out special. 
VGA selected makes and models. .. $99.98 
VGA Mono.. ..$19.98 

USED SVGA MONITORS. 

With 3 mo. exchange warranty. 

$169.00 and up. 

CD-ROM 4X and up call for price 
CD-ROM Software titles $1.00 and up 

Memory 74 pin or 30 pin call for price. 


CRAZY DEAL OF THE MONTH 

15"tower case, keyboard and mouse 

ONLY $48.88 



Systcm.Com* in today for a quote. 

MDI INTERNET $18.88 per mo. 
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Wired Woman marks first year 


BY JUNE CAMPBELL 



programs, new projects, and an award nomi- 
nation. Emma Smith, president and founder, 
says organizers are catching their breath 
after an exciting year of growth and activity. 

In one year, the Vancouver chapter has 
grown to 200 members, and the Kelowna 
branch, formed about six months ago and run 
by Hazel MacClemenl. has already attracted 



media industries and creating a space for 


women to leant and exchange information 
about digital technology. The highlights of its 
activities include the publication of the Wired 
Woman online magazine, a guest speaker pro- 

timedia industry share their experiences, and 
a new training program with Big Sisters of 
Greater Vancouver. All activities carried out 
by the society are done on a volunteer basts. 

The fall edition of the online magazine, 
includes a show-and-tcll contest for the "best 
dressed computer”; a feature interview with 



rale sponsor. Ingram Micro. The first session 
was scheduled for October. 

Payne said. 'Things have grown and devel- 
oped so quickly lhat my role is constantly 
changing. The same can be said for Mona 

I can honestly say that we would never have 
seen such success and growth. We're actively 
seeking volunteers to help to relieve some of 

sors and funding lhat might help us lo imple- 
ment our programs and events more effective- 
ly. Our success has certainly led us to the con- 

grams." 

The year has not been without at least one 
hitch, however. Wired Ventures (i.e. Hot Wired) 
has initiated proceedings claiming exclusive 
rights to the use of the "Wired" name, and arc 
demanding that the use of the society stop using 
the name Wired Woman. If it is true that you 
know you're gaining in importance when you 
attract powerful antagonists, then Wired 
Woman might consider this to be a positive 
sign! Negotiations are underway. ♦ 

Web she: http://www.wlredwoman.com 
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inning 11550 

Professional Power series 
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we Guarantee it 
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SPECIAL STUFFS 

AcerView 17’76IE 


S638.00 

USR 33.6k Int/f/v/moden 

$ 120.00 

Adaptec 2940 UW SCSI 

$279-00 

SB AWE 64 (retail box) 

$ 120.00 

• cosh price only 


WE ALSO HAVE DESKTOP 
PUBLISHING AND WEB 
DESIGNING SERVICE 
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says. "The [Grade] 4 lo 8s are more general 
and most arc gloriously appreciative of any 
help they can get." 

"I would never have done any of these 
things if the Brainium wasn’t available to 
me,” says Waugh. ”1 would never have had 
time lo read through and find these things. 
Here it's at my fingertips." 

Waugh got involved in the pilot project 


more than a year ago. when a flyer about 
the project came to his school. But even 

That’s' one of the challenges to the 
Brainium inventors — to make all teachers 
comfortable using the technology, says Vogt. 
“It will take lime. Only a few hundred 

week and some once a month.” says Vogt. 
"We need to change their mindset.” 

To that end, the company is holding semi- 


"Il's hard lo gel some teachers involved in 
the Internet," says Waugh. "Most of them 

Waugh is one of those teachers who logs 
on every day at home to browse through 
and see if any new projects arc online. 
Thai's how his class won a box of frisbccs 
in June, through a contest designed lo keep 

So far. the Brainium is being used in about 
1.100 of the 1.670 schools in B.C.. says 
Vbgt, adding that most should be turned on 


to the program by Christmas. The company 
has another Christmas target: it is actively 
developing markets and hopes to be in four 
more provinces by the time Santa rides over 

Designers are also hoping in the future lo have 
more collaboration with other types of media, 
such as textbooks and televisions, says Vfogt. 

But to Waugh, it’s simply another method 
lo reach his students. 





USR x2 modem 


Tel: (604) 279-8867 Fax:279-5510 ||f | ]g.~ | ~ 


www.aebc.com 

Our Internet store is open 24 hours 
a day, every day. You can price 
check and order almost any com- 
puter related product. Check it out! 


ISP Solution 

We provide hardware, software and 
know-how to set you up as an ISP. 
We carry USR’s top of the lineTotal 
Control Enterprise products. We 
are a one stop solution provider. 

Your Internet Store 

Let us create and host it for you 

Your web site & email 

We can handle all your Internet 
needs. Please call us for details. 


All DIGITAL 
56K and 128K 


Robotics 






offer 


Easy monthly plans: 

A) $5 hourly 

B) SI 9.95 50 Hrs 

C) $29.95 100 Hrs 

ISDN Dedicated 
Home $175 

Business $395 


services 

Computer problem? 
Please call us. We do 
on-site services. 


20" cage S175 ea. 
30” cage $225 ea. 

Let us secure your 
computer systems 
With our strong 
computersecurity 
cages. 

we make security 
cages to size 
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COUGAR SYSTEMS LTD. 

Sears Richmond Center | 




250-8136 Park Road, Richmond 

Cougars 

Nj- 

1 Royal 
Bank 

□ 

Tel: 604-2733899 T " Fri 10:30 - ,8:00 

Sat 10:30-17:00 

Fax: 604-2735599 Sun&Mon closed 

i - ■ ~i 


Pentium MMX-SERIES 


P-166 MMX P-200 MMX P-233 MMX 
S 1240 S 1370 S 1520 

TX Pro MainBoard w/512K Pipeline Burst Cache 

16 MB 10ns SDRAM Exp. 1 28 MB 

Fujitsu 2.5 GB (ULTRA DMA-33) IDE Hard Drive 

S3 3D Virge PCI 2 MB DRAM SVGA Video Card 

Panasonic 24X CD-ROM Drive. 1.44 MB Floppy Disk 

Acer FX-3D 16 Bit PnP Sound Card 

15 In Non-Interlaced L-R SVGA Monitor ,28mm dp 

Mid-Tower Case With 230W Power Supply 

Logitech 2 Buttton Srial Mouse + Mouse Pad 

104 Key Win95 Keuboard. Amp. Stereo Speakers 



32 MB SDRAM 64 MB SDRAM 75 240 


HanlDnve 3.SG 4.3G5.2JG 50' 1 20/200 

Sound Card Acer AWE 35 SB 64 30 100 

Acer 33. 6 56 k I ill Modem 80 1 20 


Pentium II -SERIES 


P 11-233 

P 11-266 

P 11-300 

S 2080 

S 2220 

S 2550 


ASUS P2L97 (440 LX) MainBoard 

32 MB 1 0ns SDRAM Exp. 128 MB 

Fujitsu 2.5 GB (ULTRA DMA-33) IDE Hard Drive 

ATI 3D Xpression + 4 MB SDRAM Video Card 

Panasonic 24X CD-ROM Drive. 1.44 MB Floppy Disk 

SoundBlaster 16 PnP Sound Card 

15 In Non-Interlaced L-R SVGA Monitor ,28mm dp 

ATX Tower Case With 230W Power Supply 

Logitech 2 Buttton Srial Mouse + Mouse Pad 

104 Key Win95 Keuboard. Amp Stereo Speakers 



Ml \(.M M’cnnWort. 4\1 KM 130 MO 


Acer 33.6 <’ 56 K Int Modem 80/120 


© Mass Storage 

75G7.62G/3.5G 1 95 735/295 
.37G'5.25G 355/430 

JTS L3G7.0G.7.5G.3.0G 145.170 225240 
245295 


anl'llr 


G 365/48 
250/270-305 


n Acer 24X CD-ROM 125 


© Main board (MMX Rrad 
I1C PA2007-Apollo 1M 

TXP4(TX)5I2K 

TX97TX97E (TX) 5 12K 
ASUS P2L97 (LX! ATX 
AP5VM (VX) 5 12K 
Acer AP5TX (TX) 5 12K 
xt AP57 MMX (SIS) 5I2K. 
ler AX6L (LX) 
nlium M-B (TX) 512K 
nlium M-B (TXP) 512K 
nliuni M B (VXPJ 512K 


CL 5446 PCI (MPKG) 1M/2.M 28 38 AGP ATI E*pert@Wcxk 4M-8M 245/310 

S3 Virge 3D 2M 4.M 50/65 AGP ATI ExpcrRrtPlay 4M/8M 260/330 

ATI 3D Xpn* 2M/4M 8/118 AGP ASUS ATPU300 4M PC2TV 185 

ATI 3D Xpn- PC2TV 2M4M 1 10130 PCI ATI Expen@Work 4M/8M 215-280 
ATI 3D ProTurbo PC2V 4M/8M 175 235 PCI ATI ExperliSPlay 4M/8M 250-310 

ATI ALL-IN wonder 2M/4M 300/330 Dnnond Monslcr 4M 215 

Mattox Myra 220 4M SRAM 165 Matrox Mii II 4M'8M WRAM 235/365 


MultiStar Professional NoteBook 
(Upgradeable) 


CPU RAM Display HDD CD-ROM Price 

P-133 16 MB 10.4 DSTN 1.3 GB 6X S 1850 

P-166 16MB 12.1 TFT | 3 GB 10X S 2750 

I66mm.\ 24 MB 12.1 ^FT 2.1GB 10X S3150 

200mmx 24 MB 12.1 TFT 2.1GB JQX S 3250 


Proview 14/15/17 200/270/530 Acana 14/15/17 210/300/590 
AcerView I5 56C 56K 345/365 A13I I5E40.4P 370 390 

AcerView 17 76C/78IE 640/665 ADI 17 5P/5P*/5G 680'7I0'850 
NEC E500/E700 500 900 NEC A500/A700 440770 

onic I7GT770/PT770 900/950 
Opliquesl V773A775 690/790 


* Sysicms Willi 3-Years Labor & 1 -Year Parts Warranty 

* Government & Corporate Purchase Orders Welcome 

* Fax Order And Bid Are Accepted 

* Leasing Available 

» Price subject To Change Without Prior Notice 

* All Products Name. Trademarks Are Properties of 
Their respective owner 
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Maximizer debuts products 
for Windows CE platform 

released a complete set of contact manage- 
ment products for the Windows CE platform, 
including planned support for Windows CE 
2.0 for handheld PCs (HPCs). 

Maximizer CELink keeps handheld com- 
puters running Windows CE in sync with 


CELink synchronizes Maximizer's Hotlist. 

Now in beta testing, Pocket Maximizer is a 
full-powered contact manager that runs 
directly on HPCs running Windows CE. Pocket 
Maximizer shares many features with Its 
desktop counterpart. It has an Explorer-style 
view made specifically for HPCs. which 
shows at a glance the connections between 
companies, people, and the tasks, appoint- 
ments. and notes associated with them. 
Pocket Maximizer links to Pocket Word. 


with desktop PCs. 

Maximizer Technologies is also planning a ver- 
sion of Pocket Maximizer (or Windows CE 2.0. 

CELink is priced at $49. Pricing has not yet 
been set for Pocket Maximizer. CELink is 
available for purchase by download from 
http://www.maximizer.com/celink.htm . or by 
calling 800-S04-MAXX. 

Behind the scenes look 
at interactive entertainment 

Electronic Playground the Web site has 
become Electronic Playground the TV show. 


The half-hour program, which airs 
Saturdays on KVOS in Vancouver and 
Victoria, offers interviews, news and 

developers. Internet gaming industries, and 
pop culture. The show Is produced by 
Vancouver's Greedy Productions. The EP 

play.com. 

BC News Briefs are written and compiled 
by lune Campbell and Computer Player! 
staff. 
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Logitech Mouse $998 

16 MB EDO Memory v 

Minitower Case W/230W PS 
14" SVGA Color Monitor 
1 44 MB Floppy Drive. Panaonic 
2 GBEIDE Hard Drive 
S3 SVGA PCI Video Card w/IMB & MPEG 
104 Key Windows95 Keyboaid, Mitsumi 
Windows 95 w/C D 8 Manual 

System Options 

Intel Pentium 166.20C 

Intel Pentium MMX165/200/233 . .. 

AMDK5-75M66 

AMD K6-166/200-233 

IBMiCyml 6x86 200- 

IBM(Cyrix) M2 166/200/233 

Upgrade Options 

Upgrade memory 1o 32/64 MB .. , *558/168 

Upgrade hard drive to 3/415/6 GB * 539/149/239/269 

Upgrade 1o 1571?' Monitor * 589/359 

Add mulbmedla bundle 24x CDROM/SB16/Spks 5185 

Add USR tax modem 33 6K/56K - 5115/189 

Add 3COM Elheriinl ISA/PCI 10/Fast 100. 585/109/98 
FREE one monlh Internet Access 

5 year warranty on labor. 2 yeais warranty on parts 


. S*73/*203/*328 

5398 Only/998 

S*37/*122/*383 

—5958 only 

S998/*49/*389 


Matrox Mys<iryue220 2M8 SGRAM 
104 Kay Wndowi95 Keyboard, Utnm 
24X COROM DRIVE Panasonic 


Intel Pentium Pro 200 SmglelDual CPU 51988/2718 


PCMCIA 336 Fax Modem/LAN Card,. 

IBM ThinkPad 150mmx/16mbl2GB/8x/TFT 53765 

Toshiba 440CDX 133/16mb/13GB/12.10SN/CD 52727 

Scepoe P100-16MB/1G8/1 1'DSN .53098 



Monthly Special 

=0 $50 Off™,*, waters,.™ 
=» Datatrain 15‘ monitor,. 5285 
=> 1,712.5 GB Hard Drive 5189/239 
=> 32 MB SDRAM .,$119 
=5 Okidata 4W laser Printer S285 


B 9 S 9 


72 pin 4/8/16/32/64 MB 52253/58/116529 

SDRAM 16/32/64 MB 568/128(318 

Hard Drive 8 Zip /Jazz/Tape Drive 

EIDE 2/374/5/6 GB .... 5219/259/379/459/489 

SCSI 1/2/374 GB 5305/340/430/990 

Jazz 1GB inVext/ds* 5419549/125 

External Tape Drive 2/3 2 GB 5239/349 

LS-120MB Floppy Drive/disk 
2ip Drive Inl/Ext/DB* 


$135(175/15 


CD-R (8R/4W)SCSl /IDE (6R/2WVCD 5699/498/398 


33 6W56kFa.Modem.lnt 
33 6W56k Fax Modem. Ext . 
ISDN Modem Int/Ext 


Pentium 133/166/200 
Pentium MMX 166/200/233 

AMD k5-75/166 

AMOK6-166/200233 

IBM (Cyrtx) 6x86-166*7200* 

IBM (Cyrix) M2- 166/200(233 

Pentium Pro 160/200 

Pentium II 233/266/300. 
Monitor 8 Video Card 


S3 PCI Video Card 1/2/4M8 

Matrox niysbque220 2/4mb 

Matrox ktetennxim II 4/8mb WRAM 

Diamond 30 2/4mb VRAM 

ATI 30 Xpression 2/4mb 


5254/299/383 
. . $327/457581 

5168/248 

5291/376569 

$208/215 

5249503599 

$545/878 

$951/1127/1485 

5199/269569 
535/45/62 
. 5139/159 
5219529 
.. 5159219 
,579/109 


IntranetWare 4 11 910/25 5858/1 169/1888 

Windows NT 4.0server 5 /IOAk 5888/1098/278 

IBM Lotus Notes/OS/2 Warp Server V4.0 ... 52658/799 

MS BackOffice (NT/Exchange/SQL . I S3288 

NE2000 ISA/PCI/3COM PCI. 10BT $2959/109 

3COM PCI Fast Elherimk 1/20 599/85 

Intel PC1 10(100 ,$99 

10 Hub 5/8/16/24 poll $7856/219565 

100 Hub 8112 porl $749/1089 

108100 Switch $588 

HP JelDiiect/ Intel Printer Server $428528 

4mm DAT Tape 2/4 GB 5768586 

APC UPS 600/900/1250 VA .5338/478/628 

IBM PC Server P20052MB5X COROM $2755 

HT Sewer P13364MB/2'2GB SCSI $2999 

Standby Server (fault tolerant tor anyserver) $3799 
Internet Junction (Connect LAN Blntemotl $388 up 


Cable 2575C10075007 


515/2555/120/220 



Maple Oak Computer Solutions Inc. 
Downtown Office ,s«*im 

#500-1281 W Georgia Si Vanaxrver, BC V6E 3J7 
Tel: (604)681-3770 Fax:(604)681-3739 


Austin Ave.Coouillam. BC V3K 3P5 
Tel: (604) 937-6300 Fax (604)937-6302 

BBS 681-4406 FarBadt 681-7771 

Email: inlo@maple-cak com ® 


E) S. 



Palmtop^ 



Pilot Professional PHILIPS • VELO 1 


Featuring Products by: 

HP 320LX 
Philips Velo 
NEC Mobile Pro 
USR Pilot 
Psion 5 
j US ROBOTICS 
Pjlot Personal 
Pilot Professional 

• Backlighting 

• Modem Connection 

• Email Capable 

• Upgrades available 


Authorized Dealer 


1.888. PALM. 4U2 




#45 East Broadway 
Vancouver, B.C., 
V5T1V4, Canada 
Tel : (604) 875-8859 
Fax : (604) 875-8611 
Tech: (604) 879-6800 
E-mail: sales@atic.ca 


Basie System [A] 

AMDK5-1 33/1 66 $890/930 

Intel P5-150 $900 

IBM 6x86-1 66+/200+ $850/870 

Intel Triton 430TX. MMX , 512k PBC 
I6M EDO 72pin 60ns(exp.to 256MB) 

2.0G tide HD Mode 4 
l.44Floppy Drive 

PCI CL5446 I MB SVGA w/MPEG 

14” SVGA 1024x768 .28 NL LR. color 

13" Tower case w / 200W power 

104 win95 keyboard & 3 button mouse w/pad 

2 years Pans and Labor warranty 

Optional: 

( I2x > 24x cd-rom eide -590110 

( :6bu /32bit sound card -S2V-50 

( 33 6K/56k Vince fax modem *565’ 1 20 

( I'SR Spt 33 6 ’ 56K Vince *5120/180 

( EIDE 2-5’3 073 8 *530.80/140 

( ir/irsVGA/V95 *580 320920 

I Windows 95 / MS-Home Enensial *5120 130 
( Lexmark I 000/Canoa 250 printer *5180210 
(80WI60W/300W *515/45/55 





Since 1989 


www.atic.ca 


Business Hours: 


www.atic.ca 

Home of Power Users 

Daily News & Special 


Systsms-B: » 


+ SDRAM * UIDE 

Intel P5MMX1 66/200 $1190/1290 

Intel P5MMX 233mhz $1420 

AMD K6MMX166/200... .$1190/1 290 

AMD K6MMX 233mhz $1490 

Cyrix 6xMX1 66/200 $1160/1250 

Intel 430TX chipset based board, 512k PBC 
SDRAM-DIMM 32MB 10ns I68pin 
Ultra IDE 3.2GB Quantum FB-ST HD 
ATI 3D 2MB SVGA w/MPEG 
1 .44 Fujitsu floppy 


Optional: 

1 !2x / 24x cd rnmc.dc 

*590/110 

( Creative SB 16/64 

•560110 


aave 33 61 
( USR Spt 33 6 / 56K Voice 
(Ultra-IDE 4 3G/6 4G7 0G -5 

( Soo> IOOSX200SX200S1 *52 

( V-ewSumc V655’l5GSiV773 * 51 

(V.ewsoo.c V775'G77I/P775 - 54 

(Altec ACS45 /55 Spcakcrs&Subwoofer... 


Pentiumll .- agp+sdram+ude 

Intel Pll 233/266mhz...$1 750/1 900 
Intel Pll 300mhz $2360 

Intel 440LX based Intel/Asus Motherboard 
Intel P-ll CPU with 512k L2 cache and fan 
32MB SDRAM Dintm I68pin 10ns 
4.3G Ultra/33M UIDE HD (Maxtor/Quantum/WD) 
I.44GFD Fujitsu 

Mystique 220 3D 2MB with MPEG 
I r ATX tower case w/ ATX power 
I04K Fujitsu keyboard 
Microsoft mouse / Logitech MouscMan 

Dual PII 233mhz (two CPUs) $2480 

Dual PII 266m hz (two CPUs) $2760 

Dual Pll 300m hz (two CPUs) $3720 

Optional: 

(Mystique220 3D 4M/Mille-ll 4/8M..+S35/1 10/200 

(ATI XpcmgPiay 4M /8M +5120/230 

(ATI xpcn@play 4M/8M AGP. +5150/260 

(”9 Kcsolusion AGP 4M AGP +5170 

(Sound Blaster AWE64 /Gold/24x...+SI 10/240/1 10 

(ViewSonic G77I/ P775/P/815 +S790/840/I930 

(NEC E700 / P750 +5890/1050 

(Sony200SX/200SF/ 1 7SE2T. +S890/970/990 


Pantium Pro IPBI 

Intel P6-1 80/200mhz....$1 1 70/1 560 
Intel P6-200(512K) $2000 

Intel Venus 440FX 2S.1P.EIDE. ATX 
32M EDO 72pin 60ns 
FD I .44G 

3.2GB cidc HD Mode 4 
Mystique220 3D 2MB w/MPEG 
1 7" ATX Tower case w/ATX power 
Fujitsu 8725 104 win95 keyboard 
Logitech mouse w/pad 


motherboard and TWO CPUs) 

id-!-). . 

"CPU -oO° ^ 
cen 

2M SVGA vedio ' 

32MB EDO SODIMM ( mux 64MB) „ \0 

2.1GB Toshiba HD .« fr 



Monthly SPECIAL 111 

NEC ASOO Monitor 15” $440 

NEC P750 Monitor 17” 1600 $1060 


“We Pioneered the Past, We Anticipated 
the Present, and You can be Sure we’re 
Working on the Future. ” 


NETWORKS / UPS 


Intel MMX Pentium CPU 


I.44FD 




S*' 

I6bit stereo sound card built-in 
33.6kVoiceFAxModom (removable) 
Touch Pad built-in 
2 PCMCIA slots 
InFra Port, serial ports 
parallel ports. Ext. SVGA port 
TV output port, PS/2 mouse port 
Microphone/speakers built-in 
win95 keyboard 



B A WE (34 /Gold 


I'SR SPRT33 6voiccfaxMod 5120 

ISR SPRT56k voice tot 5175 

Motorola 56k voice ini. 5145 

Creative 56k voice «2/K56 5120 165 

Intel CPI P5MMX 166/200 ...5190/295 

Intel CPI PI I -233/266... -..4635/785 

Intel CPI Pll-300mhz/5l2k $1060 

Avus TX430 5 1 2k NDRAM’UIDF 5 1 80 
Asus TX430 ATX. 5195 

Avus P2I.97/S Pll ATXT1W $270190 
$520 
I50'470 

Maxtor 3 2/4 3'5 ono S265/340/430.49V 
Seagate 3 2/4 3/6 4 $2*5/350/485 

HD 3 2/43/64 $280345/470 

FD 1.44 Fujiuu $28 

Fujitsu 104 872S /4725KB $25/56 

MS V.2IA . lotelli mouse $32/5* 

ATX case 1 7-/23” $95/115 

AT easel 3-/15-/I9-/23” S3&/42/60/1 10 


All listed prices, quantities and specif aca- 
tions are subject to chanced without notice 






3112 Boundary Road, 
Burnaby, B.C. V5M 4A2 
4-DEXTON (433-9866) 


or 437-0077 Fax: 432-9866 


Check it out! 

MMX COMPUTER TRADE IN SPECIALS 

Trade in your old computer & take advantage ot Dexton's limited time Trade in Special 


Intel Pentium 200MMx 


MMX Technology Computer 
16 Megabyte EDO ram 
2.5 Gig Hard Disk 
512k Cache 

PCI Slots, 72 pin memory slots, 
15" Tower case, 3'/» floppy 
2 Meg PCI Video Card 
Delux 24X CD-ROM 
16 bit Sound Card 
Amplified Speakers 
Windows 95 Keyboard 
ISO 9002, CSA, GEM certified 



$ 999 * 


Intel Pentium 233MMx 


MMX Technology Computer 
64 Megabyte EDO ram 
3.5 Gig Hard Disk 
512k Cache 

PCI Slots, 72 pin memory slots, 
15" Tower case, 3 '!> floppy. 

2 Meg PCI Video Card 
Delux 24X CD-ROM 
16 bit Sound Card 
Amplified Speakers 
Windows 95 Keyboard 
ISO 9002, CSA, GEM certified 



$ 1399 * 


* Monitor not included, syste 


ot exactly as llluslraled, limiled quantities, prices subject to change wi 



P200 MHz + IBM 
Computer 

Cyrix Processor, 2 Gig Hard Disk 
16 Meg EDO RAM 
512K Cache. Tower case 
3 Vi Doppy drive, PCI Video Card 
14" Non-interlaced monitor. 28dp 
Hi-resolution mouse, Enhanced kbd 
33.6 Voice Fax Modem 
Windows 95, Speakers 
20X CO Dtive. 16 Bit Sound Card 


Pentium 200MMx Delux 233 MMx 


’1199 


Intel Processor, 3 2 Gig Hard Disk 
32 Meg EDO RAM 
512K Cache. lower case 
37) lloppy, 2 Meg PCI Video Card 
17" Non interlaced monitor 28dp, 
Hi-res mouse. Enhanced Kbd. 

33.6 Fax Modem 
Windows 95. Speakers 80W 
24X CO-ROM. 16 Bit Sound Card 
Woid Processor. Database. Speadsheet, 

» ! 1999 

lease lor ‘71 /mo 


Intel Processor. 43 Gig Haid Disk 
32 Meg EDO RAM 
512K Cache, Tower case 
37; lloppy. 4 Meg ATI PCI Video Card 

17” Non-interlaced monitor 28dp. 
Hi-res. mouse. Enhanced Kbd 
56K Fax Modem 
Windows 95, Speakers SOW 
24X CO-ROM, Sound Blaster 16 
Word Processor, Database. 

Speadsheet, Encyclopedia 


Canon 1PC 166 Pentium MMx 

BJC240SE S 219 Pentium 166 MMx Notebook 

32 Meg RAM. 1 0 Gig Hard Drive 

I1.r DScokM, Touch Pad 


Canon 
BJC 4300 


Brother 

730 DX laser s 469 


1 6X CD-ROM, 2 Meg VRAM Video Card. 

'299 Windows S5, MS Plus. 

BuH-ln Sound, Carrying Case 

'2999 


Upgrade 
Your Existing 
Computer 


..•2399 


Free Training and Delivery 


MS Office s 249 
Corel Suit 8 ‘149 S " itt?7 | 

IBM Antivirus 






Data backup wisdom hard earned 


Softuiary 



further... I'd even purch 


e. the backup was 


ailing software, as I find I r 


missing articles, and simply replaced others. 
And I’m trying to become more disciplined 


rated by capacity, speed, and MTBF-mean 
time before Failure. ("Mean" as in "average," 
though the other, more common definition of 
the word might be more appropriate). 

puter froze one night, but that's not so 
at that I thought anything of it until it 
n't boot up the next morning. It tried t 


(do you?). I found 


it couldn't handle, and just clicked on and on. 
About $300 later, I had a replacement drive 

portable parts always cost more than the 
desktop equivalents). And I'd been thinking of 
reinstalling all my programs anyway— a year 
or more of testing hardware and software, as 
I do. inevitably results in a system that gets 
sluggish, clogged with the debris left behind 
by poorly written uninstall routines. And 
what's more fun than spending a couple of 
summer days reinstalling software? 

But while I had original floppies and CD- 
ROMs for all my programs (do you?), there 

graphics, things I'd written, email I'd rei 
Web pages I’d saved for future referem 
Like most of us, I know about the 


'd gone 


ir. The 


1997- 

good news was that it included < 
stuff from the past few years. The bad news 

last six weeks... the things that I'd finished 
most recently, the things I was still in the mid- 
dle of. Even my to-do list was six weeks out 

And inevitably, three separate editors 
emailed me confessing they'd lost articles I'd 
sent them.- articles that now only existed on 
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S o f t wa r 


Software suite simplifies Chinese input 


BY JUNE CAMPBELL 


Suite (ACIS). 

ACIS is an integrated soli 
Chinese teat on Mac OS- 


I Chinese Input Users can switch hack and forth Is 
microphone, tablet and keyboard Ic 
lion for inputting both simplified and traditional Chines 


AreteComputers © 


$276. 


This Months Specials 



2445 Cambie St., Vancouver, B.C. Tel: 873-2440 Fax: 873-9167 


The package, which is priced at about 
iludes the following elements: 
Chinese Dictation Kit (CDK) 1.5 
This allows users to speak Cantonese or 
Mandarin into the Apple Dictation 
Microphone. The speech is automatically 


ly sophisticated to recogn 

• Chinese Handwriting Kit 




It is sufficie 


nd spelling. 

According to Polcstar's Peiwen Quao, key- 
boarding has always been a problem for 
inputting Chinese words due to the thousands 
of characters. In the past professional typists 
have had to learn complcs codes for each 
character. This system was suitable for prn- 


a! typists. 


five percent of Chinese language comp 

Site seeing: 


Jility of a destructive 


with notebooks), fire, 
ecent backup prevent 


itire modern, large 
run unattended, 
al backup-copying 


!S of support for Alan c 
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Software 


Search and find utilities for desktops 


A ll right, my desktop is a bit cluttered. 
Okay, okay — so my disk drive docs 
reflect the conditions on my desktop. 
Listen, buster. I happen to know a lot of junk- 
yards that have amazing systems of classifi- 
cation. Now. when do you want me to find 
that review I did on desktop software, this 
week or next? 

If you are a bit like me and are organi/a- 
lionallv challenged. cs|ieciullv on your PC 
disk drive; you may be interested in couple of 
hardcore, military-strength scarch-and-find 
utilities for your desktop. Let me say at the 
outset that the following two products are 
right at the transition between old and new 
Windows. 

A friend who has seen my desktop and 
lived to tell the talc has. for three or four 
years, been quietly urging me to look at a 
utility from Eclipse (by way of Phoenix 
Software) called Eclipse Find. Eclipse Find 
does what Zyindex and Basis and whole 
bunch of high-end text-search software do — 
it indexes all the files on your disk drivels) 
and then allows you to search for files con- 
taining one or more text strings. 


Look into the Eclipse 

In contrast to Zyindex and their ilk. however, 
Eclipse Find is a bargain at $49 (plus three 
other utilities, including Dashboard and 
Folder Bolt). Now. Corel and Microsoft 
Office have similar file-search tools, but they 
are restricted by a number of factors: 

• limited number of file types indexed; 

• very slow indexing or updating of indexes; 

• and very large index sizes — as high as 20 
to 35 percent of the size of the files 
indexed. 

Eclipse Find is much more versatile, having 
no restrictions on file types indexed. In fact, 
you can supply file extensions to exclude 
files such as EXE. DLL. and GIF-Eclipse 
Find already has a list of the most common 
exclusions. It also allows you to choose 
which directories and subdirectories to index 
and do incremental additions to the same. 

In short. Eclipse Find is easy to setup, the 
indexing is fast. (8 MB of files were indexed 
in four minutes on a Pentium 120 MHz with 
24 MB of memory ). and the indexes are small 
( I 1 8 MB for 8 MB of files— less than 20 per 
cent of the original file sizes). 

And given that Eclipse Find is easy to oper- 
ate, having a two window pane approach, 
showing all the files along a narrow strip and 


the highlighted file's contents in the main 
window pane. 

What more could I want’.’ A version com- 
patible with Windows 95. 

Although it worked in Windows 95. was 
showing its age. It didn't appear on the 
taskbar when the program was running and it 
couldn’t display the latest file formats such as 
Word. Excel, and PowerPoint. 

Whirligig 

One day while doing some Web surfing. 1 
noted AltaVista Search Personal edition was 
available as a free download. 1 decided to 
give it a whirl, AltaVista is very fast — it 
indexed 1.6 GB of files in ten minutes (160 
MB per minute vs. 2 MB per minute for 
Eclipse Find) and the size of the index files 
were 8 MB (less than 0.1 percent of the files 
scanned vs. 18 percent for Eclipse Find). 

AltaVista has its peculiarities, however. It 
must be run from a Web browser that sup- 
ports Java applets. Popular browsers such as 
Netscape Navigator 2.0 or above and 
Microsoft Internet Explorer 3.0 and above 
can be used to host AltaVista Personal. 

AltaVista Personal works just like the 
Internet version; nearly the same screen lay- 
out. controls, and output (but none of the new 


categorization and trce/clustcring views 
offered with the Internet's AltaVista), This 
means a quick learning curve for Internet 
users, but it also means a clumsy help file, 
with lips hidden away on some gudforsaken 
shady HyperText lane. Thank heavens a dou- 
ble click on a search file brings up Inso's 
Quick Viewer, so most popular tile formats, 
including the latest from Microsoft, can be 
viewed quickly on screen. 

In addition, one might quibble about the 
response time of six to ten seconds per query 
(versus the two to three seconds for Eclipse 
Find), but given that the index covers every 
file on my machine and is seven times small- 
er than Eclipse Find's, the search perfor- 
mance is not bad. 

The documentation is all electronic except 
for a liny crib sheet designed to fit in the CD- 
ROM jacket the software comes in. A 20 page 
getting-started guide would make the $79 
Canadian price a little easier (o bear. But I 
shouldn't complain. Now I regularly go surf- 
ing to find all the riches squirreled away on 
my own machine. ♦ 

lacques Surveyer is a Web photographer; seek 
and you will find him at jbsurv@inforamp.net 
ready to answer your searching questions. 
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Online 


Complain, 

complain, 

complain 

BY CARYN MLADEN 


I know ii ' s noi fashionable lo be 
happy about anything these 
days, so l*m going to com- 
plain about how much complain- 
ing I hear. 

Specifically, can everyone col- 
lectively stop harping about the 
ntemcl. please? From "AOHell" to 1 
World Wide Wait.” everyone has 
heir own slur for something in the 
online universe. No. it's not perfect, 
but it's still pretty amazing consider- 
ing the short lime it's been around and 
.he low cost of usage. Simply put. it's 
ligh time to recognize that the Internet 
a cool technology. 

“Oh. I had to watt a whole minute for 
le 'yourlibraryhere.com' site lo load and 
it told me it would lake 1 2 minutes to 
ownload a flic!" Tough 1 . Just think about 
low long it would have taken you lo get 
tat file if you couldn't use the Internet. 
When I needed some patent forms and 



> complaint: 
My a 


own loaded (he files in a few minutes. 
Without the Internet, it would have required 
flight to Washington. D.C . a drive around 
lose confusing streets, a search through 
the library slacks, lots of waning in line for 
information and copying, (hen the flight 
back. Or I could have spent lots of time and 
money on the phone playing voice-mail lag. 
explaining lo a hundred or so different peo- 
ple what I want, eventually mayhe 
ing them send me the file for a hefty ship- 
ping and handling charge, and then waning 
several days for delivery. 

lost losers 


't always get 


Internet is a developing technology and 
the available bandwidth supply can’t yet 
keep up with the demand. Thousands of 
■'rack and slack" modems are being added 
every hour to keep up with (he world's 
Internet usage. Local POPs t points ol 
presence) arc being added every day by 
Internet service providers lISPs) Anyway, 
if you care so much connecting all the 
time, you can always pay the price for a 
dedicated Tl line. 

Speaking of cost, I can't believe people 
complain that the Internet is loo expensive 
For between S20 and $30 per month, you 
cun gel all the Internet access you want. 
~ ' ame price as telephone, 

cable TV. or cellular phi 
gel the advantage of being a 


Reason to 
complain, complain, 
complain 


BY DAVID ROSEN 

I f you've been anywhere on the planet this 
past year, you're doubtless convinced that 
the entire world is permanently wired to 
ihc Web. video-conferencing online in real 
time, and connected at a million-or-so Kbps. 
When you log on. however, you can't find 
anything online except junk mail telling you 
how to GET RICH NOW. After your brows- 
er lrccz.es and your computer crashes, taking 
hours* worth of work. 


have to go to extreme lengths to find any- 
thing of value. It's like going to a public- 
library and finding all the books tossed into 
a big pile on the floor without their covers. 

Somewhere ir " i “ *• — 

rized material . 

The question is 
Now in the ’* 






is all a 




Suggesting Internet technology is robust 
enough for business is a lot like comparing a 
sophisticated telephone switching network lo 
two cans lied together with a piece of string, 
Internet email is unreliable and half the Web 
sites either don’t exist or shouldn't. Lots of 
lime you can’t even log on because your 
wacko neighbour is downloading more pom 
or a new schematic diagram for a nuclear 
bomb using "everyday household items." 
Right , as if your wacko neighbour has any of 

Anyway, the information available on the 
Web isn’t that great. There’s no easy way of 
figuring out the [acts from the factoids: the 
opinions from the rumblings, or separating 
the wheal from the chaff, as it were 


lishing companies would nire writers 
renowned for their expertise. Editors would 
he employed who understood the subject 
matter and could correct or vet anything 
questionable. Now, anybody who can get to 
a computer terminal can claim expertise 
online. No fuss, no muss — and no diploma. 

The technology cheerleaders will tell you 
Ihc Internet is the least expensive way of 
reaching out and learning about our world. 
Imfortunately. most people use the Internet 
to send those tiresome ’’thoughl-you'd- 
find-this-funny" emails lo their friends, 
family, and co-workers. You know what I'm 
taking about: "Top 10 Ways lo Know- 
You’ve Had a Nuclear Bomb Go Off in 
Your Face— Very Funny!" and other lime 


New math 

In reality, however, it’s expensive to get on 
the Net. You have lo buy the computer sys- 
get a fast modem: purchase the brows- 
and maybe an email package II 
ocsn’l bundle them in with your 
learn how lo use every- 
-not an easy task considering how 
friendly" everything is these days, 
When you add up all this. It probably costs 
a few bucks for every message you send. 

i s cheap. Must 



s important 

don't get a timely response. 1 track it. I call 
to make sure it arrived online, by mail, by 
courier, or by fax. Besides, usually if there Belter yet. if yi 
Is a problem with an email, the mail server one's forcing you lo go online at all. 
tells me about it within a few minutes. I've Leave cyberspace lo people like 
never gotten that kind of service from any who appreciate a good thing when 
other message delivery service. use it. ♦ 


business account), to the thousands 
of hackers who seem lo have no time to 
t a real job but have all the time in the 
world to break into your Internet accounts 
and order late-night pizzas. 

I'd love lo wax philosophic some more, 
but I think I see my wacko neighbour at my 
front door carrying a big silver box. I’ll let 
you know if I think it's funny. ♦ 


Sprint starts online service 

BY SAUL CHERNOS 

TSEsEE 


expectations. 


made public in year-end repo 

Site seeing: 

Sprint Canada, http://www.spi 


Operating at speeds ranging from 14,4 to 
56Kbps. The Most Online oilers local dial-up 
access in 1 7 cities, including Toronto, Montreal, 
Winnipeg. Edmonton. Calgary, and Vancouver. 




c pages. 


and weather updates, a i 
section, and free 24-hour technical supp 
The Most Online currently only si 
Windows 95 users. David Hagan, exec 


users is currently 'under development and 
should he available in about six months. 

Hagan says Sprint Canada estimates 
Windows 95 useis represent about 60 percent of 
the current Internet access market, a figure he 
expects will increase as new users come aboard. 

"We wanted to go after a market— the 
majority of which is addressed by Windows 
95.” Hagan says. "About one million house- 
holds are on the Internet in Canada, and we 


use Sprint's long-distance telephone service. 

The service is available in English and 
French, although help desk service is avail- 
able in other languages, including Cantonese 
and Mandarin. 

“The Internet is still largely an English 
vehicle," Hagan says. "We'll develop addi- 
tional languages as we sec the opportunity to 


through a strategic , 
Canadians to com 


Maximum Internet 
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WEBSITE DESIGN 
WEBSITE HOSTING 
VIRTUAL SERVERS 
DOMAIN REGISTRATION 
SECURE TRANSACTION 


SCANNING 
DIGITIZED VIDEO 
WEBSITE MAINTENANCE 
E-MAIL ONLY ACCOUNTS 
FULL ACCESS ACCOUNTS 


Full range of internet services, with no hidden costs! 

Website hosting as low as $30.00 per month 
Full access internet as low as $19.95 per month 
E-MAIL ONLY ACCOUNTS $5.00 per month 


S 


Selling your house? 

Ask about our Internet Real Estate Listings! 


re also accept cash & cheques 




www.max-net.com 


940-8921 


admin@max-net.com 
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PentiumS) stems 


k2 fi\S(iS\stems 


Dual Pentium Pro / P!l 

(with One C'Pl I 


Pentium Pro Pit Systems 


Pentium mmx Systems 

Mhnnuni MMMM’OO’jjMIIKPI 




24XCDKOM 


ommunications Inc 


S797/S819/S849/S888 

Upgrade Options: 


S909/S969/SI079 S1U9/S1259/S1469 


16MB u. 32MB 

.. -$6’ 





72 pm KM 

$39 


Multimedia 16X I 24 X Kit $189 / $209 

liro otri mniun cu in ,nclutlin R !•>* ' 24X CD-ROM 16 Bit Full Duplex 3D Sound Curd 
HU. — •k«..wl Multimedia Stereo Speakers 4S CD lilies with encyclopedia 


I.(|GB->11GB->I3CB HD - S!t t’i 


51679/21091/ 2549/2749/3199 52549 / S2850 

Mate.teM .^SW'SSO 


2 put I AM . 


4M EDO $19 

72 pin 8M EDO S33 

72 pm I AM EDO $59 

72 pm 32M EDO $122 

lASp I6M-32M SDRAM $95149 

Motherboard with CPC 
1*150/166/200 Mil/ , — $229/289/399 

M M X I Aa 200 233 S299/409/599 

Penlium Pro 1 80/200 S469/879 

I’ll 233 266 300 Mil/ $999/1189/1639 
686 1*150' 166' 200' $169179/189 

AMD K5 75-100 5139/169 

AMD KA 166 200 233.. 5279 369/599 

686 M2 166/200 MMX- $239-299 

Hard Drives 

1 6GB HIDE Hard Drive S209 

2,0GB EIDE Hurd Drive ...5229 

2 5GB EIDE Hard Drive S249 

3 1 4GH EIDE Hard Dnve .S279.3l9 
5/6. 7GB FIDE IID. $459-5499 S539 

2.1GB SCSI-2 Hurd Drive $349 

3.1GB SCSI-2 Hard Drive S439 

4.2 6.0GB S( SI 2 Hard lime $489 669 


Printers /Scanner 
Canon BJ-8U 250C 42IHIS 
Canon HJ-4300 -4551) 

HP DeskJet 692C-K20C 81 
HP LaserJet 6L 5N 
HP I ascrJcl 5 5M-5Si ... 
HP LaserJet 4V/4M' 
HP4MV/IM8KT 
HP 6P-6MP 


Brolhet HL-721 


600dpi. Appm 


$1,389/2099/3249 

S24S9/S26I0 

53549/51791) 

5979 51199 


MAG 1 5" T/DJ530 

MAG 1 7” DJ700/700T. 

ADI 4V IS-/5V 17' 

ViewSonic l5'CiS/l7"G77l. 
NFC IS"C500/MSOO 


Brother HL- 
Brollier IIL-760 
Epson Stylus 
Lexmark 20311- 
I1P ScanJet 5S.-5I 
UMax s6c lile/lull. 

Microtek L3/E6 

Hard Drive Controllers 
lOMcga PCI SISC Controller . 
Adaptec 1505-1522 SCSI Ctrl 
Adaptec 29401- SCSI Ctrl 
Adaptec 2940UW SCSI Ctrl 
Adaptec 3940 SCSI Ctrl 
Tape / Zip /./a; Drives 
Zip Drive. 100MB, Int-Exl...... 

Iomega Jaz Drive. IG. Inl/Exl ... 
Zip 1 00MB Jaz IGB Disk 

Colorado T3000 Ini Ext 

Colorado T4000 Ini l-xt 

Iomega Duio 2.IKJB Im-Fxi 


. ...$369 


600dpi. 6ppm 
200dpi, Appm ...5539 

600/8(8) S279-S389-S509 

50 2070 .$280-5335/531)9 
$26953895939 

$395-5795 

5275/5469 


5239 5 J09 
$469 5569 
. 5199-5249 


S209.S2X9 S549 

. .5235/5299 5569 
.5239/5369/5619 

S449/S429 

S7895859 

5439/709 

5449 5739 

5479 SSI 9 

$909-51069 


SONY lOOSx 100 Sf S 509/5589 

SONY 2008x7200 Sf/SF’T 5889/5102951039 

I idea Cards 

Cimts Logic VLB/PCI. IM 

S3 Trio 64. IM-2MD 

SJVirge 3D.2M/4M 

ATI Mach 64. IM 2MD 

ATI 3D Xprcssion. 2M EDO RAM. 

ATI 3D'. 2M/4M SDRAM 

ATI 3D-. PC TV. 2M/4M SDRAM SI095I39 

ATI ID-. PniTuitNi, PC TV. 4 M SM 5149/5239 
M I Mach 64.2M.4MV $209/5299 

A 1 1 TV Tuner Card/ All-in-one 4M SI 19/5299 

Diamond SO 64. 2M/4M V 

Diamond 31) 2M EDO RAM 
Diamond Monxlcr 3D 4M FDD 
Matrox Millcnln II 4M/8M 

Matrox Myslique II 4M 

Millema T\ lunnei Video Capli 


59/$ 1 05 S 
09/5119 ■ 
$129 ■ 


$129 E 


559/528 

S39/S55 

S55/S65 

....563/S75 

. $75 

.5895119 


SI 795249 


...5279/5395 
$1395199 


Multimedia/! II II liter 

1 6 Bil PnP Sound C'anl ... 

SoundBlaster l6PnP/32Pnl'. 

Sound Blaster 32/64 AWE 5 
Panasonic/ Acer CD-ROM 24x .... 

Toshiba CD-ROM ,.24x 

Sony CD-ROM ..24x 

Pioneer 12.x SCSI CD-ROM 

NEC 6*4 CD Changer 

HP Sureslorc 7IOOi CD-Wrilet 

Sony 926S CD-Wnler -xoflware ...$429/499 *■ 
Sony 928E ide ro-Wnur » so0\varc.$46955 1 9 E 
Blank recordable CD S' 

Modems 

33.6-56 Kbps Int. Fax.-Dala $55/ 119 P 

33.656 Kbps Int, Voice-Fax Data .569-129 ft 

Supra 3.3.6 Int. Voice Fax Data S85 r; 

USR 33.6/56K Int. Fax-Data $1 155199 

USR33.6-56K Int. Voice $129/5209 a 

3.3.6 Ext Voice/Fax Data $115 ■ 

PCMCIA 28.8/ 33.6K l ax Dala.5 1 89/229 M 

Cases/Keyboards/Mouses 

1 04 Windows 95 keyboard SIS B 

Fujitsu 8725/4725 530555 1 

Logitech MouscMan Serial 533 t 

Logileeh MouscMan Bus 589 6- 

1 3"/l 5" Tower Case u/2 loW 539 S45 fc- 

1 9".-25“ Tower Case W/230W S59/S95 « 


At Multlllnk Computers, we are fully 
committed to provide you with not only 
top quality products at low low price, 
but also excellent service So whenever 
you need a system or upgrade/repair, 
come to see us. Our professional and 
friendly stall will do whatever they can 
to meet your needs. 

Moor Total Satisfaction is Our Goal l 


Business Hours 

Mon.-Fri.: 10:00am-6:00pm 
Sat., Sun.: 11 :00am-4:30pm 

1 50- 1 2591 Bndge port W.. UiChmoncLK. V6V 1J4 
10 • 1 285 1 Bathgate Way. ttctimcn<i0C,V6VlY5 

Tel: 278-6805 Fax:278-6653 


imlted qdantity All prices are cash discounted and subject to chang 
III systems have one year Pads and three years labor limited warrar 
All prices are subject to change without nodes 



Picking an Internet service provider 


The new dating game 


d changing 


BY PAUL ANGYAL 


I important decisions, yo 
mention (not necessarily 
marriage, buying a house, 
your brand of toilet paper 
Now, you'd belter add another: choosing 
your Internet service provider, or ISP. The 
name says it all. These companies open the 
gate for you to gel on the Internet, by giv- 
ing you the primary dial-up connection 
through your modem to their server, 
which, in turn, is hooked up to the Net by 
high-speed digital trunks, such as TIs and 


T3s. 

ISPs were practically unheard of a few 
short years ago. but since then they prolifer- 
ated. multiplied, and died off at a rate glow- 

business with razor-thin profit margins. 
Their survival depends on the number of 
subscribers they can attract, so their ads arc 

Gelling hitched to an ISP carries the best 
and the worst of a dating game. You not only 
want to find that special someone, but also 
strive for stability, Internet services often 
turn out to be different in practice than they 
looked on the first encounter. It is wise to 
shop carefully and ask all the pertinent ques- 

Most ISPs offer similar access packages, 
giving you a certain number of usage hours 
per month. These are often named after 
shades of metal (bronze, silver, and so on). 
The average minimum cost comes in 
around S20, and for that you get email, a 
news reader, and the ability to surf the 
World Wide Web. 

As you have a quota, and surcharges can 
be steep if you go over, you want to make 
sure that you can use your time reasoi 
ably. The first consideration should be 
how much traffic can their server han- 
dle? What is their line-to-user ratio? 

All companies economize — ISPs or 
otherwise — beginning with the tele- 
phone company. They are working 
with tens of thousands of lines and 
hundreds of thousands of people, 
their line ratio is of lesser consequence, 
except when everyone wants to call Mom 
at the same time. For an ISP, loo many sub- 
scribers for too few modems can be devas- 
tating. because it means busy signals up 
front, and not just during peak hours, So axi 
for their ratio and compare. The lower the 
number, the belter. 

The shape of service 

ISPs arc similar to rilncss clubs. They'd 
love to have you for a longer term (and take 
your money up front), thus the fabulous dis- 


counts offered on yearly plans. It can be a 
good deal, assuming that the ISP will be 
there for the whole year. In this business, 
unfortunately, there are no guarantees. 
Larger, well-financed, and stable providers 
can be a good bet. but you'd better slick to 
monthly "plans" with the smaller ones or 
start-ups. Don't sign up for the long term 
until you're satisfied that your preferred 
ISP has a guaranteed shelf life. 

Typical service plans only give you the 
chance to visit (or surf) Web sites, but if 
you want to have your own up in cyber- 
space. look for an ISP that offers Web host- 
ing as well. Many do. but for an extra 
charge that can fluctuate wildly. Many offer 
some space on their Web server, around 5 
MB worth included in the basic package — 
which is quite adequate for a small, person- 
al. mostly text-oriented set of pages. But 
start spiffing it up with graphics or sound 
and you’ll fill S MB quicker than you can 
say JPEG. 

It is a good idea to tally the size of your 
Web site and look for the ISP that offers the 
right amount of space for your requirements 
for the least cost. They typically bump you 
up to a "business" category if you need 
more than 5 MB and that can cost you more 
on the plan, but you save on the cost of the 
excess server space. 


Master of your domain 

The other option — if you have an income- 
producing Web site or vie for cyber-recog- 
nilion — is to lake out your own domain 
name. It comes with some initial costs 
(US$100), but gives you a virtual trade- 
mark on the name. The added benefit is 
that you become independent from your 
ISP, and if you have to move for any rea- 
son. your domain address will not change. 
Not all ISPs host virtual domains. This is 
another question you need to ask before 

Next, once you have established your 
basic criteria, ask about the so-called hard- 
transfer limits (HTL). as well. This is basi- 
cally the amount ol content, measured in 
MB. the ISP will allow your visitors to 
glean from your Web site. The hard transfer 
limit is not something they like to adver- 
tise. because usually it's a very small num- 
ber. My ISP includes the first 100 MB per 
month in month monthly fee. My own Web 
site is rather popular, contains about eight 
pages with some graphics, so I’m fairly 
close to my 5 MB allotment. In practical 
terms, it means that I can have 20 full “hits" 
per month — people who read each and 
every page and its contents. That is chicken 
feed; hits are normally measured in thou- 


sands. even millions. Once you go over the 
limit, overdraft penalties begin to pile up. 
unless you activate a lockout message, 
which tells the whole world that you arc a 
cheapskate. 

Alternative? You have to move up to a dif- 

sivc than the basic, but with a vastly larger 
HTL. 

Calling for backup 

An equally important issue is the availabili- 
ty of service and support staff. Everybody is 
bound to experience log-in or connection 
problems once in a while, and it is very 
important to know if there is someone to 
help you out — and at which hours. Often, 
breakdowns occur in the evening or week- 
ends. and you are not helped much by hav- 
ing to leave a "detailed message" in a gen- 
eral mailbox on the premise that "your call 
will be relumed as soon as possible." 

A good indication of a strong support 
commitment is a separate calling number 
for that group — not just an option branch- 
ing off the main computer-generated menu 


be prepared. Ask the ques- 
,, shop around, and don't lock in long- 
i. Gel to know each other first, 
t is a dating game, after all ♦ 
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56K MODEM 


Subscribe 

and you could win a 

■/£ offer* you a CHOICE 

• of connectivity (X2 or Kfle*) 

• of models (internal or external) 

gives you 

• Free upgrade to ITU-T standard. 

• Lifetime warranty. 

• Toll-free technical support. 

Surf Hie Internet at a biasing 56 Kbps speeds {download 
from ISP's) with GVC' 56K modems. These modems offer upload speeds of 33.6 
Kbps and arc downwards compatible with slower modems. The CVC 5(,K modems 
full-duplex speakerphone and 14,4 Kbps fax. 


Sales . Upgrade . Networking . Training . Leasing 

Address : #1- 10330, 152nd Street, Surrey. B.C. V3R 4G8 

( Across from GUILDFORD MALL, right behind Roger Video) 



Please send me a subscription fo Computer Playerl and enter me in the Dec 
1 /97 draw lor a CVC' 56K Modem. 

e-yeor subscription cost $29.95 find. GST) to cover postage and handling. 

^ paying the hill amount, Payable to Computer Player!, by □ Cheque or money 

Q VISA □ Master Card# Exp. 


Company (if applicable) 


Svbxnplion* are eonderable bvl norvretwndoble. 

[604) 608-2688 Facsimile 608-2686 



send you* request to IspOlcpca . Ties mtofmation Is | 


>sO page design D=S«e design M« 


I -Intranet consulting 




Nicer Technology Inc. 


COME AND VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION 

GRAND OPENING OCTOBER 1 


BUSINESS SOLUTION PROVIDER 


Archer mm 


Acw <♦ 


Archer HP 


HARDWARE CONSULTING 

■ 1 66 MHz Intel Pentium MMX Processor 


• 233 MHz Intel Pentium MMX Processor 

■Equipment troubleshooting 

• Acer AP 57 Motherboard, 51 2K Cache 


• Acer AX 5T. IX Motherboard, 51 2K Coche 

•Point ot Sales 

• 1 .44 Panasonic Floppy Disk Drive 

• 2.1GB Quantum ST Ultra DMA / 33 MB 


• 1 .44 Panasonic Floppy Disk Drive 

• 3.2GB Quantum ST Ultra DMA /33 MB 

•Hardware installation&Configuratton 

• Clrtus Logic Video Card 2MB 

• 24X Panasonic EIOE CD-ROM Drive 


• ATI 3D Xpresslon 4MB PC to IV 

• 24X Panasonic EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

HARDWARE SALES i j§*) 

•Custom Manufactured Servers & Workstations | 

• Mil 691 Stereo Speakers 


• Yamaha M-l 5 Stereo Speakers 

• 33.6K Int. Vblce Modem w/SVD 

SOFTWARE RELATED SERVICE'S 

• 33.6Klnt. Voice Modem w/SVD 

• Windows 95 Enhanced Keyboard 

• Logitech Two Button Mouse iuoW • 

SI 579 


• New liteon Multi-Function Keyboad 

• Logitech Two Button Mouse 

• Internet Site Development 
■ Point ol Sales 


^ WOW' 

" $2688 


Ace* i* 


NOTEBOOK / PC UPGRADES, SERVICE & REPAIRS 

Maple Ridge. Port Moody customers can call: 


rtls and ooOons may vary 



Linux distributions and where to get them 


i n f 


o 



http://www.redhal.iofn 

The No B.S. Guide to Linux (Linux Pro), 
by Bob Rankin. from No Slorch Peers. 


VPCUS Linux SIC. 

Wxlnut Creek (SUckwxre). 

Yggdrxill Computing 
http://urww.yggdrasll.com 


BY AUN THWAITS 

I n the first of gut Beginning Linux arti- 
cles (CP! October issue), we talked 
about whal Linux is: a freely distibulcd 
OS lhal offers workstation power and real- 
world stability to the PC-based user. In this 

Before you can install Linux on your sys- 
tem, you'll need to decide which of the dis- 
tributions of Linux you want to use. 

As we indicated in Iasi month's article, 
Linux is available for free on the lntemel. 
There is. however, no single, standard release 
of the Linux — it’s an ongoing “work in 
progress." That means that, in order to pul 
together a Linux OS thal suits your needs, 
you'll spend a good amount of time finding 
and downloading the required Linux kernel 
and related software. 

In the beginning years of Linux (1992- 
1993), most people got Linux by doing long 


downloads off the Internet or a BBS. fol- 
lowed by an elaborate procedure that trans- 
ferred the downloads onto multiple floppy 
disks. One of these disks would then be 
id used to install the other 


i. With It 





failures), you'd finish your instal- 
lation many hours later with a 
working version of Linux. Or 
maybe not. 

All at once 

Happily, now there t 
options. You can. 
wish, download any 
several distributions 
the Net (hllp://sunsi!e. 
unc.edu/pub/Linux/ 
distnbuiums/INDEX. 
htmll. Bui it's far Aj 

nerves and. in the * 
end. your wallet) to buy 
one of the high-quality commercial Linux 
distributions distributed on CD-ROM. 
These are usually available for less than $50 
at your local bookstore or computer shop, 
and will save you many hours of aggrava- 

Whal is a Linux "distribution'.’" Basically, 
it's a package lhal contains the Linux kernel 
(the “core" of Linux), application and utility 
programs, and an installation utility. While 
all distributions are based on the same or sim- 
ilar kernels and many of the same utilities, 
each distribution has something different to 
offer the consumer. 

The trick, obviously, is to find the Linux dis- 
tribution thal will suit you hest. How to do this .’ 
The best way is to get into the spirit of Linux, 
by exploring, experimenting, and testing. 

If you have access to Usenet, read the basic 
Linux-related newsgroups for a while, then 


computer buddies, there's probably a 
Linux devotee or two. Or go to a meet- 
ing of a Linux user group (one such 


ic VPCUS installs. 


ware from Internet Linux archives. May- 
suit the user w ho knows his or her hardware 
experience doing OS 


I). Don't be shy — Lh 
fans are well known for sharing their Linux (and deservedly si 


wisdom and experience! 

Alternatively, you could visit 
the Web sites of some of the 
najor Linux distributors and 
have a look at what each has 


installation, inclusion of the latest kernel, 
and offering ol excellent programs and 
applications for business and personal 


Linux Pro: Developed by Workgroup 
to offer. You can then order Solutions Inc., this Is an enhanced version 
direct, or pay a visit to your of Red Hat Linux. It includes lots of docu- 
as w-ell as the Apache Web serv- 
*. dozens of games. 


friendly local computer 
bookstore 
v for a look at 


Lin 


nu 


HoBSt 

BUIIEIH 


compilers, and utili- 

Yggdrasil: This 
company, named 
after the Norse Tree 
if Life, claims to be 


most popular distributions: 

Caldera: A commercial pack- 
age. ihcrelore more expensive 

that its installation utility is a 
gem — fast, user-friendly, and 
intuitive. If you're willing to 
pay some bucks in order to gel 
maximum guidance (particular- 
ly helpful if you're not a hard- 
ware freak), this may be the dis- PC As an added 

trihuiion for you. help, this distribution comes packaged in a 

Debian: Along with Red Hal. the distrib- 1 76-page book with step-by-step installation 
ution lhal offers the easiest install of the instructions. ♦ 

"non-commercial" distributions. Comes 

with tons of good apps. and presents very Next month, we'll talk about what you can 
few- problems for the first-time Linux do with Linux once you've Installed It on 
installer. your system. Stay tuned! 


•01 RAHKIM X. 

~frn' I 


software company 
It's "Plug and Play" 
Linux is exactly 
lhal — with the help 
of a CD-ROM and 
two supplied flop- 
pies, you'll soon be 
on your way to run- 



Dying from heart disease 



isn’t the problem. 


HEART 

(Living with it is.) 

Many heart disease and stroke victims are forced 
to endure paralysis, brain damage and the constant fear of wailing 
for the next heart attack, which could happen at any moment. 

Since 1955, we've reduced the death rate from heart disease 

$ 

AND STROKE 
FOUNDATION 

and stroke by 50%. Now if we could just reduce the fear. 

1-888-HSF-INFO 

AND STROKE 
FOUNDATION 

Pltaic (jiM- Wt'/t only ha/ftoayHrtSi r. 
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All our systems are fully CSA approved, come with a 1 year warranty and free delivery to your home or office. 

Prices may be lower in-store. Please call one of the stores listed below for current pricing. 


FUTURE SHOP 


AVAILABLE AT: 

•VANCOUVER 1 322 WkI B roodway 417- 1 500 

• EAST VANCOUVER 2800 Eofl IslAvs. 482 1970 
•RICHMOND 4975 73 Rood 482* 1450 

• BRIDGEPORT Bridgepon Rood & Sweden Way 
(across fro«< Ikea) 482- 1 900 

• COQUITLAM 1135 PineliM Way 927 2800 

• PACIFIC REACH 1455 United Blvd 528-4900 


• SURREY 10232 East WhaBey Ring Road 586-1700 

• LANGLEY «908 6339 200lh Si 5324500 
•NORTH VANCOUVER l074MoreD.iv.98! 4300 

• WEST VANCOUVER Pork Royal South 981 1 BOO 
IM-W 10-4 T-F. 1 0-9 SAT: 9:30-6 SUM. 12-41 

• BURNABY SMwSdw. 4200 McKay 482-1400 







internet access 
free software kit 
website up to 2 Mb with no traffic charges 
optional dial-up ISDN service 


VIRTUAL SERVER PACKAGE 

setup fee: $50 includes domain registration, 
custom email and web address plus applicable internic fees 
MICROSOFT frontpage extensions 


WEB PUBLISHER PACKAGE 

no setup fee 1 0 Mb storage direct FTP access 
no traffic charges NETSCAPE commerce server 


ISDN PACKAGE 

no setup fee dedicated high-speed 1 28 Kbps 
digital ISDN connection no traffic charges 


DIAL-UP ISDN 

no setup fee high-speed ISDN connection 
1 00 hours per month 





Software 


Mac Web page programs begin 
covering Windows 



http://www.foxinteractive.com 

Don't have a cow. man. but Ban Simpson’s 
loom, complete with a hall-eaten moldy sand 



really then cartoon house, but a real, life-sized 
replica built in none other than Springfield. 
Nev.. namesake of the Simpson's home town. 

Christopher Kingry, Frit Interactive 

http://www.gtobalserve.net/-anjalimusic 

With the approach of the next millennium, the 
interest in New Age music Is on the rise. This 
graphically appealing Web site showcases the 
smooth jazz/New Age instrumental music of 
Rousseau and Carlton .who are gaining world- 
wide recognition. It features audio samples, 













SITES 


music links and reviews. 

RJ. Roberts 

http://www.intianet.ca/-awhp/awhp.html 

I recommend my “Another World Home 
Page." the most detailed and informative 

Ottawal 

Eddie Drueding 


http://www.cs.cmu.edu/Unofficial/ 

Canadiana/CA-sites.html 

Check out this real cool site, for and about 

http://www.cabb.com 

Canadian Baby Boomers Inc. a year-old 
national group dedicated to representing 
Baby Boomers, has just gone online. It will 


http://www.eMOAT.com 

An Internet "game show" that allows users 


to compete, m real and simultaneous time, 
with large numbers of other contestants 
around the world. Contestants are intro- 
duced to topical questions with audio and 
visual clues. A choice of potential answers Is 
provided, and based on the number 
answered correctly, contestants can accumu- 


http:/fwww. computer-player 
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REVY 

(Lumber Land) 

■ 

t 

We are oil 2nd flour just 
above the Subway 

It 

IKEA 

ADDAX 

„ Computer Inc. 

Best quality, Best prices , Best service 

#21-12391 Bridgeport Rd. 
Richmond B.C. V6V IJ4 
Tc 1 : ( 604 (244-0793 
Fax:(604)244-9762 
http://www.addax.bc.ca 
Mon-Sat: I0am-6pm 

— 

m 

We will try to beat any advertised price! Systems are Internet Ready with 1 month FREE access, 3 year labor & 1 year parts 

varrantv! 


6x86 200+ SI 469 S48/mth* 
Cyrix 6x86 \I2(MMX) : 
l’RI66+/200+ SI 509/ 1 559 
AMI) Kl-IMMM: 

166/200/235 S 1549/1 6 1 9/1859 
Intel Peiilium MMX: 

'200/233 SI 579/ 1 679/1 779 



3D Expr 
Panasonic 24» CD-ROM 
SoundBlaster MVF 64 Sound Cart 
Acer Res 56k Voice I as Modem 
Packard Bell \3 m95 Keyboard 

Logitech Mouse & Pad 

V 3D Surround Speakers 
NI/I.R/Digilnl/ -Sunn Monitor 


SUPER DEAL 

6x86 1*200+ SI 239 S4l/tmh* 
SI 269/1319 
K6isisi\iI66/200 SI299/I379 
Intel MMX C I'l : 

P 1 66/200/233 S 1 339/1429/1539 
Pentium Tnlun III MB.5I2K PBC 

4*72 &2\ I68pin SDRAM. I SB PS3 
32XIB I IK) RAM 
Panasonic 24N 111)1. C l) ROM 
3.2GBEIDE Mode4 HARD OKI VI 


I6B11 31) I ull Duplex I’nP 
PackaidBcll l04Kc.v Wm95 
Logitech Mouse .X Pad 
Addas 19" lower Case w 2/ 
KHIW Amplified Speakers 
IS" M I R Digital 2Kmill 


Internet Ready 

Pentium CPI 

PI50/I66/200 S809/859/929 

MM XI 66/200/233 S879/979/ 1 079 
SMI) KtRMMX) ( I'l : 

PR 1 66/200/233 S849/9 19/11 59 
M2t mmm 1 66+/200+ S799/859 

Cyrix PR200+ S769 $25/inth* 

Pentium Triton III MB 5I2K MMX &K6 


With any system purchase: 

Win»S Full Ver. SR2 CD& Manual SI 15 
NT 4.0 Wkslion S238 OIDIce 97 S339 


Multimedia Systems 


SI 059/1 1 09/1179 
Si 129/1 229/1 329 
SI 329/ 1 349/ 1 659 
SI 899/2099 


Intel CPU: 

Pentium 150/166/200 
MMX 166/200/233 
PRO 150/180/200 
Pentium II 233/266 
Cyrix M2 <mmxi I66+/200+ SI059/I109 

AMD K6(M\1X) CPI 
K6- 1 66/200/233 
Cyrix 6x86 PR200+ 

•Pentium I ritott III MB MMX or K6 5I2K4LIDI ip ;\|(.s 
•15" XI I.R Hat. Digital 2Xmm Mnniim 
•I6XIB FIX) 6tlns l< AM * Panasonic I 44 I I) 

•2.5GB 1:11)1- Mnde4 Hard Drive • 'll MouscAPad 
•CL5446 2 M 64bil MPl.ti Video • I?" Tocsoi t ase 
•If-bll I'liP 31) lull Duplcs Sound *33.6 \oicc I as Mode 

•Mitsumi l()4Kcy win95 Kcybsiard • I00W Speakers 
•8x Mitsumi CD-ROM FIDE 

Best leasing rate in Great Vancouver!! 


IS" Komodo(Made by Sceptre) Monitor NI/LR/Digital/.28 $259 14" Monitor(Samsung Tube) .28mm/1024x768 $189 ! 


Diamond Stealth 3D 2M.4M )C7 1 14 

Diamond 3D 34011 2M 4M VRAM ....173/227 

Diamond Monster 3400 3D 4M 215 

ATI Much 64 I M7M 45/55 

ATI 3D Xpressttm 2M 59 

ATI 3D* PC2TV 2M/4M 107/135 

ATI 31) Pro Turbo 4M/8M 145/219 

ATI All In-Wonder 2M 4M 274 2«4 

ATI Expert Work 2/4/8M 1 85/208779 

ATI Expert Play 4M/8M 228797 

TV Toner & Capture Comb/Capture 99/69 

Matrox Millennium II 2/4/8M 159/ 218 

Matrox Mystique II 2.XI/4M 129/148 

ASUS 3D-Explorcrl 4M AGP 209 

Video Card EDO RAM IM ... 12 

MONITORS 

ADI 4P5P/5P* S3 1 9/559/599 

Daytek 14(14361))- IS'tlSJID) 219789 

VSjxon 28mm '4 > i " 209 285-529 

15” Veplr. M.l K/IXgilal 28mm . . 299 

17" Scrplrr P7t P7.1S P7< \ <89 619 679 

Samsung l«XI H<OtiStGI I(5(8)B| 4119 429 


low ER CASES 


Upgrade Vour 386/486 to 
6x86 PR200+M1IZ lor $198 
Free Installation ! 


MOTHERBOARDS 

Pentium Irilon III MMX/K6/233MHz/5l2k 

Intel TX C Inpsct Ultra IDE 5I2K PBC 

Intel 440FX Pentium Pro MB ...... . 

FIC PA2007 Apollo-2 I M PBC 

ASUS 5I2KTXP4VX97 |K4 

ASUS TX97 5I2K AT ATX 198 

ASUS Pll P2I.97/P2L97-S 259. 

CIA-5MS ATX 512 PBC X-5I2MH 

GA-6FX Pentium Pro 512k PBC 8-5I2MB.. 

TyanSI470P5 VX5l2k 

Tvan Tomcat III Dual P5/5l2k 

Tyan Pro SI 668 Dual Pro 

586/486 PCI/ISA'VLB MB 

PRINTERS 

Canon BJC 240/4300 SIS9- 

Canon Ink Cartrigc Color 

IIP 692C.K7IK. 358 

Epson Stylus 400:600/800 275/365' 

Epson Ink Cartrigc Black/Color 2/ 

Epson Ink Jel Paper (Photo Quality) 

Brother 730DX/760DX (S50 Mail-inl 418/ 

Brother 1 06(8 lOppm) 1 660( 1 7ppnt 1 790/ 1 

Umax Scanner 600p 600s/|2(H)s 239/259/ 

FAX/MODEMS 

/.oltnx Voice Fax Modem 33 6 56k S64 

Supra Voice fax Modem 3.V0 50K ... 79. 

USR 3.3 6 Fax Modem Voice 109 


CD -ROM & Cl) W RITER 

is Milxunii 568 


$84 


Internet l pgrad Kit 

33.6K Voice Fax Modem 
Internet Software Package 
One Month Free Internet Access 
Free Installation 


HARD DRIVES 

2.5 3.2 3 5/4.1 5 Hi .. . 229/249 269 329 415 

Quantum 1.0/2. 1 2 5ti 165735749 

WD 1 .6/2. 1 7.5/3. IQ 219739 269/282 

WD Ultra DMA 4 1 6 4G 345/455 

QT. Ultra DMA I 67.I/3.2G . .. 215.749779 

QT Ultra DMA 4 3 6.4G 349/459 

QT SCSI 2. 1 /3 2/4 3 6.4G .31 9 409/449/599 

Barracuda SCSI UW 4.55/9.IG 859/1375 

Chcciah SCSI UW 4.5/9 I 985/ 1 595 

Adaptec SCSI 2940U7940UW 249/319 

Asus Fast SCSI II 99 

SOUND CARD/Speaker 




... S22 


Sodhd Blaster PnP 16/32 Bit 
Sound Blaster AWE 64 114 

SB Discovery Kit (AWE 64 &24x) 339 

Speakers l(ioZ320/300W 18/48/69 

Yamaha M7/MI5/M20 65/77/105 

Micphonc Portablc/Gooscncck 3/9 

Headphone Set w/Micphonc 14 

Keyboard/Mouse/Misc. 

104 Keyboard Mitsumi/PackanIBcll SI7 

Fujitsu KB 8725/4725 25/55 

MS Mouse 2B/3B(imclli mouse) 29'55 

Mouse 3B'Musunu 8 

Genius Internet Mouse t K 

Logitech Mouse 2B 3B PS2 . 14 22 


Networking 


(crnuiiunu 3 

• Leasing rale is based on 36 month, 10% 

• Prices reflect a 3,25% cash discount 

• Prices ami products are subject to change 
without notice. 

• All system ore tested and burnej-in for 4S 
hours before shipping. 

• Goverment and corporate purchase orders 


SDRAM 1 0ns 16 32M * 

Pipe Line Cache 256 5I2K 

256K ( ache (or 486/586 M.B .... 

CPU 

Intel PI<XI/I20'I33 $119/13 

Intel PI 50166 21)0 1 19 IS 


ZIP DRIVES 

Iomega ZIP I00M Ini.. Ext ... .138/178 

ZIP 1 00MB, 'Jar Hi It 

LSI20MB Flopy Drive Disk 

Dito 2G Tape Drive int./Exi .1 

Duo 3 2(i Tape l)r Ini Ext 2‘ 

Dili* Tape 2G./3.2G. . I 

UPGRADE OPTIONS 



Notebook Call 


Cable For IDE Hard Dive 

Cable For SCSI 2-5 heads 

LPT2 Primer Card 

Asus CPU Colling Fan w'Alarm 


ADDAX/y Computer Is USA based computer wholesaler which has been successfully serving our customers since 1989. 


parts and systems at wholesale prices! 


Easing yourself in to the online world 



The Little Online Book, 

by Alfred Glossbrenner 
from Peachpit Press. 


Distributed In Canada by Addlson-Wesley 
Publishers. 

Price: $24.95 



Get Connected! 

mt/j Maximum Internet 


The time Is now! 

Find out why millions of people and businesses 
are on the Internet. 


Full access accounts * E-mall only accounts 
Website design * Hosting * Virtual severs 
Domain registration 
3 dlal-ln accounts to choose from: 

'A"---Full access---No hourly charges- --$29.95 per month 
"B'—Full access---Up to 30 hours— $19.95 per month 
"C— E-mall only— $5.00 per month 


Special yearly rates: 

'A '- -$300.00 / "B"- -$200.00 / C"--$ 50.00 


www.max-net.com Call today 940-8921 


B illed as “a gentle introduction to 
modems, online sendees, electronic 
bulletin boards, and the Internet," The 


Utile Online Boo 



helps them to fearlessly get the most out of 


Written in a relaxed, arm-around-the-shoul- 
der, this-really-isn't-all-that-complicated style. 
The Little Online Book eases the Intemet-hes- 




access Internet files, discussions on chat, 
real-time conferencing, and Internet faxing, 
handy troubleshooting tips, a quick examina- 
tion of the pros and cons of electronic com- 

to online slang, including emoticons and 
abbreviations ranging from “BTW" (by the 
way) to -ROTFL” (rolling on the floor laugh- 
ing). The Little Online Book is a handy, com- 



SmarttNet 



Internet Solutions for Business 

isdnif 

With the industry’s most reliable and 
responsive equipment and service 
provide unique solution-based, 
dedicated ISDN Internet 
packages - from only 
$399/month. 


As a BCTel Advanced 
Communications Netowrk 
Partner, SmarttNet 
cost, cutting edge, 
dial-up ISDN connectivity packages 
for business. Using our unique approac 
your business can enjoy the global advantages 
of the internet 


For the most reliable Internet access with 

604.473.9700 / 1.800.407.6937 / fax 604.473.9080 


Individual Internet Solutions 

easy@smarttcom 
SmarttNet offers reliable dial-up Internet 
ss packages up to 56k (X2 USR 
standard) available in Kelowna, 
Abbotsford, Victoria and the 
lower mainland. Wth the 
lowest userline ratio in B.C. 

we guarantee stable and 
quick access to the Internet. 

SmarttNet offers PPP and 
SLIP Internet access 
packages from $10 per month, 

I with free start-up kit no set-up 
and free Internet training. Our Internet 
packages include e-mail, WWW and news group 
access, free web page and trial period 
(conditions apply). 

SmarttNet call or visit our web site - http://www.smartt.com 


COMPUTER 
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http://www.powersonic.bc.ca 

Powersonic ■ 

i WT 

■>Powersonic 
y-mlsMA 1 * | 

Bridgeport Rd. 

L 

f N 

Il4] 

Si 

m 


#2-12391 Bridgeport Rd, Richmond, V6V 1J4 1* 

Tel: 214-9316, Fax:214-9317 1 

i/londay~Saturday 

I0:00am~6:30pm 


Internet One month FREE! g Years Limited Warranty 

Leasing Availabel Upgrade Options 




Everything is Ready to Go II! 



Monthly Special 


16MB EDO-60ns Memory 
2.6GB Ulna DMA Fujitsu Hard Drive 
S3 64bil PCI 2MB Video Card w/VCD 
1.44MB Panasonic FDD 
I2X CD ROM. 

33.6K Voice/Fax Modem 
YAMAHA 3D I6hit Sound Card 

14" SuperVGA Color Monitor 
Win95 I04K Keyboard. 3B Mouse 


Intel Pentium MMX-200 ...$1369 
Intel Pentium MMX-166 ...$1199 
Intel Pentium 1 50MHz ...$1 128 


AMO K6-200 MMX ...$1299 

AMD K6-166 MMX ...$1199 

AMD K5-166 ...$1149 

AMD K5-133 ...$1119 

AMD K5-75 ...$1059 

IBM 6x86-PR166+ ...$1089 

Cyrix M2-200 MMX ...$1229 

Cyrix M2-1 66 MMX ...$1 1 59 


Option: 



HOME OFFICER 

AMD PR-90MHZ $689 


Mouse & Pad 


AMD PR133 .. 
AMD PR166 ,. 
IBM PR-1664 ... 
IBM PR-2004 

Options: 

MS-tMndows 95 
MS-Home Bundle . 

.. . ■ ... 


P0WERSTATI0N 

K6 200 MMX $1599 

K6166 MMX ...$1499 
$1859 




233MMX 




MEDIA MASTER 

Intel Pentium MMX-166 $999 

MMX-200 ...$1159 

MMX-233 ...$1349 


IB SDRAM-10 


At the pnee ot a 486 or 5*86 comj 
allow you to enpy the Pentium's I 
with the potential ot upgrading up 


AMD K6, the leading-edge processor. Ir 
& high permance mother Hoard and the 
the fastest memory are 


an excellent 7X performance me 
d with MMX technology is an ideal solution 
multimedia demand 3D games digital sound 






PRIMEX COMPUTERS 

• H«h Quality • Brer Serenes ■ Low P«ce ■ Extwmse Support Fax:(604) 438-8266 Tech:(604) 438-8267 

Store Hours: Moo-Sal 10 am-6:30 pm. Sunday A Public Holidays Closed - Call Today or Wall Our Store tor our Latest Syalem Prices ■ Free Parking at Rear 






iNFOWftVf 

COMPUTER |NC. 

TEL: 273-1368 

p Upgrade Your 386/486 to P-150 — -Cyrix 6x86 200+ Complete System- 

" • Intel Pentium ISOMHr CPU _ _ _ l ■ • Cym 6.86 200. CPU/512K P8CacneM/B 

• iW SVGA Monitor 

$888 



XX Ready MolheiOoatd */ 5I2KP8C* 

6MB EDO RAM 60ns. e.p to 128MF 
'Cl 64DII I MB MPEG Vcdeo Card 
NkMM Option:!: > COROU'tpa rail 3PS0und.«WS«.ir ,$150 


$398 


All ICI Systems Come With 5- Year Labor & 2- Year Parts Warranty & 1 Month Free Internet Access! 

MMX-1 66/200/233 Pentium II 233/266/300 




1268 


Genius NetMouse . Pad 
EIDE 24. CO-ROM 
Acer FX-30 16 PnP Sound 


1368 

M-233 SI 578 

M '$65 


Intel Portland PD440FX M/8 
32MB EDO RAM : , 

2.6GB Ultra-IOE HOD 
ATI 30 Xpn 2MB MPEG Card 


AT* Tower ml 235W P/S 
Genius NetMouse * Pad 
HOE 24. CO-ROM 


<5> 2098 

P-ll-266 S73‘mo' 

2268 

P-ll-300 $2678 


K6 MMX 166/200/233 Pentium Pro 180/200 

K6-166 S40/m. 


AMO *6 MMX 166/200/233 
512K Pipeline Burst Cache 
16MB EDO RAM 
2.6GB Ultra-IDE HOD 


MS-Comp. 38 Mouse * Pad 
EIDE 24. CD-ROM 
Acer FX-30 16 PnP Sound 


1238 

K6-200 S43/mo' 

1338 

K6-233 SI 488 


ATX Tower W/230WCSA P/S 
Genius NetMouse . Pad 
EIDE 24. CO-ROM 


1578 

Pro-200 S61/mo- 

1898 


Pentium-150/166 

MMX Ready M/8 w/ 512N PBC P-150 $34mw - 
16MB EDO RAM HSIAO 

1.7GB E-IDE HDD ' I IKmJ 


NoteBook 


PCI 64bit 2M8 MPEG Card . 


MS-Comp. 38 Mouse . Pad 
EIDE I2x CD-ROM 
Acer FX-30 16 PnP Sound 


HITACHI-Vision Book 


P-166 *35/mo' 

1098 


440CDX P133MMX 16M 1.3SG 12.1DSTN 10X S2698 

440COT P133MMX IBM 1 35G 12 1TFT 10X 336k $3698 

460COT P166MMX 32M 2 1G 12.ITFT 10X 33 6K $4618 

PCMCIA / AOO-ONs 


GVC 33 6N PCMCIA Fa 


Monthly Specials 

8M/16M/32M EDO/32M SD RAM $35/60/125/150 
Acer/USR 56K Int. Voice/ Fax/ Modem $128/188 
Motorola/USR 56K Ext. Fax/ Modem $188/248 
Mitsumi 4x2 Int. IDE CD-Writer Kit $ 510 

HP 71001 Int IDE / 71 OOe Ext. Para. CD-R $560/678 
Yamaha 4001 T IDE Rewritable/ Recordable S898 
Sony 74 min CD-R Media 1/10 $5/45 


CPU/RAM 


ED04/8/I6/32M S25/35/60/I2S 
DIMM IBM/ 32M SO(IOns) *90/150 

AMD K6 MMX-166/200 SI 95/288 Epson 400/600'300 


240/240SE/250 S1B8/198/198 

$298/298 

$260/360/498 


ier HL720 600dpi 6pqm S348 

"wT/US Brother HE730OX 600dpi 6ppm $428 

si+yiw 6>o»a8E/600X laootfoo^l swc 


Drives 

olisi i 'M6G/3SG $199/238/298 
IIS Crampon ?SG'3K Smw> 

luantum Ultra 2.IG/3 2G $748/298 
luanlum Ultra 4 3£* 4G $368,498 


Sceptre 1 T P71A.' P7SA SS96/T28 

ViewSonic IS" 0S3«A SJM.VO 

- ’’ v '73 IVTTi 

vewscrw; c - 7'sn 775 SM/tH* 

Video Cards 


ATI Proliaho PC2TV 4MW S’ 88/238 
ATI Xpetiawotk 4M/8MSG S216/288 
ATI Xpert Mplay 4Y/ 8M SG S248/328 


IMSG $168 
ABMW $238/368 

Networking 


CD Writer/DVD 

Panasonic 4(2/ 8)4 Ini an $630/750 
MP 7100/ 7100e $560476 


040017 NX Hewn Reed $098 


Power Protection Multi-Linguals 


Internet 1 



Column 


Tips and tricks, part one: CONFIG.SYS 


«r»,. 

i . 


jm 


□s/e 

Heady 


le IFS-C:\OS2\HPFS IF! 


0; 


ou tan do to optimize ground disk I/O 

at the CONFIG.SYS file and offer suggestions DISK_IO=YES. 
on beneficial changes the average user can 

^ k TiP 3 ^ 

keep a backup copy of the original, and OISKCACHE=$ia 
always have a bootable OS/2 disk handy If you only have 
(from BootOS2 or your installation about 2048 (if 
diskettes). When you edit your CONFIG.SYS RAM). Unlike HP 

wrap long lines (use TEDIT or E.EXE. Do not try 1024 (or botf 


[you with 386 or 486 chips, keep this 

the value It becomes during normal us 
SWAPPER DAT) when you are 


music playing. Then change 
the value In your CONFIG.SYS 
to reflect this. I have SWAP 
PATH=C\0S2\SYSTEM 2048' 


s. read the online glossary or 


experiment! (the "D" value 1 
your CONFIG.SYS is for a defa 
of RAM. I do not recommend 

Tip 4 

The MAXWAIT parameter car 
2 for Pentium (or above) C 


BAS£DEV=li 

Tip 8 



;T RESTARTOB 
CTS=5TARTUPF0LD- 
JSONIY to the end of 
>ur CONFIG.SYS. 


ims. REM out the 
lines DEVICE=C:\ 
TCPIPVBINWDOS 
TCPVDD and 

\BINWOOSTCP.SYS 


RPC 


RPC SYSTEMS 


P166mmx $1320 j 
P200mmx $1450 * 
P233 im $1620 l 




33 6k Doloffax Modem 
•w# Daytek 14' Svga Monitor 

rriP 1 NU8 te* wm9S Keyi 
W 15- Tower Cose w / 230W 

wSSP* Logitech 3 Button Mouse 

’ 2 Years warranty 


Pentimtto 


Pro/ Penlium-ll Processor 

„ 32MB EDO RAM, 

*l200Mh8 1 44MB f loppy Drive 

(ZOOMhz) 2.5GB EIDE Hard Otlve 
Ppsntil im II 2 Serial, I Parallel. I Mouse Ports 
TCI IIIUI I I'll All 3D Xpression*- Svga Card W/2M 
$2 T 00 Win-95 Keyboard, Logitech mouse 
J233Mhz) 24X Speed CD -Rom (Panasonic) 
(266Mhz) Da V ,ek l4 ‘ Svga Monitor 
$ 2600 19' Case Bi 250 Waffs Power 

(300Mhz) 2 Years Watranfy 


Please visit our Web-Site 

Sales, Repair & Upgrade ) www.rpccom.com 

Prices subieci to change without notice. MasterCard. VISA Payment Accepted for Idlest prices 


MULTIMEDIA 


ret Speakers w/ AC adaotr 


AW32 Pro w/nave lot* sa 


foshbo 12x speed CO-Bom 
Panosonsc 24i Speed CMom 
Adaptec SCSI CO-Bom Cm* ») SoBwore 


Daytek 14' Nl SVGA 28 
Komodo 15' Nl UR Flat SVGA ,28 
Sceptre IP IR Flat Screen Nl SVGA 
Samsung 2ff GU Monitor 


We are a member of 
Better Business Bureau 
DRIVES & CONTROLLERS 

1 7GB EIDE $209 

2.1GB / 2.5GB EIDE $240/5255 

3.2GB / 3.5GB EIDE S300/S328 

4.3GB /6.4GB Ultra IDE $385/5495 

3.2GB / 43GB Ultra SCSI $475/$5?5 

25' I 3GB BE tor notebook $340 

1.44MB 3.5' Floppy Drive $33 

Onego 2GJ fcpeWdup SiJO 

Backpack SOOmb paraiel pod Lockup $195 

SeagJe 4.0G hUsLDd Ope ba*p $960/S)130 

Seagate 8 OG mtieriOcd tape bodcup $1220/51350 


MOTHERBOARDS 

P-150 256k wlcpu, Ion $280 

ASUS P-166mmx 512 K wlcpu, Ian $350 
ASUS P-200mmx 512k wlcpu, Ion 
Penlium-Pro 200 $800 

Intel Penlium-ll MIB & CPU 233 $1050 
Intel Penlium-ll MIB S CPU 26<S $1180 


Printers & Sanner 


HP 87006 Color deskjel 600dpl 


Conon BJC-4300 
HP-5S Scanner 
HP-5P Scanner 
HP-6100C Scanner 


CD-ROM 

Mastering & Duplication 

Price Started from $ 1 8 -Max 


PSMW phone or visit our Web-Site tot pricing 


SMALL BUSINESS 
ACCOUNTING SOLUTIONS | 
NETWORK INSIALLAI10N 

VtGtANT ACCOUNIWG SOFIWARE INS1ALLAI10N | 
POINT Of SALE EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION 



We repair : 

-Monitors 

-Systems ^ ^ w 
-Printers ^ ^ 
We upgrade laser printers 


RPC 

Computers Ltd. 

1796 Renfrew St. 
Vancouver, B.C. 

( 604 ) 255-1192 

Fax: (604) 255-0002 
www.rpccom.com 
Mon.-Fri. 9:30-6:00 ' Sat. CLOSED 
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Sony CD Writer SDRAM 32MB MATROX Quantum VIDEO CAPTURE CARD Ink Refill kits 

CDU926s110 SCSI-2 „„„ . Millenia II .oor ?f B T CIP ? P 

168pin 4.dbb '6 mi'hon color 

2XWrileing/6X Reading 4MBWram ST ULTRA IDE v!d«““e 

$449 $165 $279 $359 $«» 


CANON. EPSON. 
HP IBM/LEXMARK 

■SIO 


'Punk In Iht (Jiilnrt 
Intel Pentium' I50MHz 


ilime Iwj CfiaiiijcD ^sohrsV 

Intel Pentium I66MHzMMX 

IhuIF IKMMX SUKPiprlim BimlCatl* 

| If MS EDO Him IPin .fujimi I.H Phff) lint, 

1 yjMintjw HUB ElUEHtrl Drift 
I Klhlrnrudim .'//0S5&2 
I Enhnwal Dornllfl Pori [Bi-Dimtmn/I 
I O n v w .urn EDOnmMK, 
irCSATomrCuinlltOmPmrSnpply 
IN minis Knt Kntonnl cr.l Mi Mmn wtfrt 
I ProoitwIS" WO'IOmS SVGA Monitor 
| UXFJDF.CDROMdnir.lohlSonndPnPJOm Sfcnkm 


Power Pirn- Sy item <i’s 0hr s'V 
Intel Pentium 200MHz MMX 

ASUS TX1~ SI2K Pifotim Pont Cn.hr mpforl dOIL1.il 
Inal I'-MMMXCJV. 11US SDRAM IMP,. IflV.V 

PCI tnbnntnl IDE tmodr in) or/ ItSM iBJwJ] 

I Fninnad iWM Pori IS.-lhmMn.il MAtlj 

I AnrsoTimopaivtMt ffinl I 

morCnumllUmPonorSn/tlo UAW 


ml VaniltnoiMoMmhpnikcrlf.U duylcv 


$ 869 $1399 $2599 



$4199 


Notebooks 


Toshiba 

500COT P-120 16MB 1.3GB 12.1 TFT $5350 

510CDT P-133 16MB 2.1GB 11 8 TFT $5789 

GVC 

753 P-120 8MB 1.3GB 8Xcdrom 16M s.c. 12.1 TFT $2699 

SHARP 

93000 P150 16MB 1 4GB 12.1.DSTN IOxCDROM S3339 
9300TP150 16M3 1 4GB I1.3TFT IOxCOROM 336VF11 94399 

IBM ThinkPad 

380 P15016MB1 08GB 12TDSTN S2499 

380DP150 16MB 1 35GB8XCD TFT 52599 

Sony Diwnan For Notebooks PCMCIA (PRDB50WNI 5499 

3J Computer is I BM authorized retailer 


Only $ 4.95 per nontli 

Lets M Hi/ler 

USR 33.6 Ini. Fn PnP $124.95 
USR 33.6 1.[ WuP»P $134.95 j 
USR 33.6 Ext. V/F/M F/D $229.95 ' 
USR 5ili InL Fu/modo* $239.95 8 
56l ini. Voice/Fu/Modm $129.95 J 
Zohrix 33.6 kW«o*Y.«$ 69.95 J 
Zohm-33.6 Em. fw/aii/Vai $114.95 . 


Hutto. T.ck.TX -/512k pp.lh» 
Gigabyte IX m/ 5 12k pipeline elide 
Ann Trim. II P/I-P55TVP4 512k ! 
AwiTX97 MB W5 12k pipeline ! 
'ELP166MMXCPU 
CAU FOR AMO & CYRIX CP 


I MITSUBISHI 1 

I ! 

DiamondScan I5HX ir .28 $ 539.951 

| Diamond Scon 17HX IT. 26 $1039.95 

Diamond Pro 087TXM im-iMix a $1 129.95 
I Diamond Scan 20H 20\ 28 $1989.95j 

| Diamond PRO 091TXm 21" .28 $2299.95) better business burea 
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Zohri* 33.6 PCMCIA $139.95' 
IBM Mme 98.8 DSVSO Vff/M S 1 1 9.95* 


SCREEN BURN 


- MultiMania 

GeabveLlb 1 2X -/remote S 

Ace 24. CO-Rom S 

Peuionic 24. CD-Rom S 
Po.ee. SCIS CD (OMl2e S 


SoundS Urier 32 RrP 
- SpewtBI.net 64 »ilue 
Sound Blaitee 64 .dill 


N.l L/R 28 SVGA JJ09.95 I 
28 FLAT SCREEN $295.95 

28 FLAT Seme. $559 95 



ID LAB OUR WARRAN TY ON 3J SYSTEMS 

DRIVERS' El) HUPTERT 

j 1.44 Floppy Dmt $27.95 
1 7GB Hard Driye $229.95 

2.1GB H»d Drive $259.95 

3.5GB Hard Dim $299.95 

3.2GB ST ull» IDE Oruniun $309.95 
4.3GB Quantum U uiln I0E $359.95 
6.4GB Omnium Putin IDE $539.95 
F U |.lni 4.3GB -rite SCIS 


THE BES T PRICES! 

Lei's Print u Deni Softwares 


Cera. dK-240 C*k>. 1.Q 
Cenon 8JC4 1 00 color 
Epton 400 T 20dpi 


5305 Victoria Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5P 3V6 
Tel: (604) 323-9859, 323-9815 Fax: 323-1157 
, 3^ Internet E-Mail address: 3j@3jcomp.bc.ca 
i compute -, i Bus. Hours: Mon—Sat lOam - 6pm 


. MS office Pro 97 oemS450 
> MS Encarta 97 


Language Learning 
Chinese Mandarin 
Borland C** 4 5 
, Duke Nukem 3D S49 
; First Aid 97 
McCAFFE Anti-unus 3 




OS /2 Ready. 

continued Itom P a g e 42 
FAIL=YES to the end ol your CONFIG.SYS. 

Tip >1 

If you want error messages to be logged to 
your hard disk instead of appearing on your 
screen when an application crashes, add the 
line SUPPRESSPOPUPS-C (or whatever drive 


REIPL-ON to the end of your CONFIG.SYS. 

Tip 13 

Make a directory on your application drive for 
extra DLL and HELP files. Then add these 
directories to your UBPATH and SET HELP 
lines in your CONFIG.SY5. This way, if you 
ever had to reinstall OS/2, you won't have to 

or reinstall some OS/2 applications. 

Tip 14 

If you don't want to see the HELP information 
every time you open an OS/2 window or full 
screen session, change your prompt state- 


ment to be SET PROMPT=|$p). 

Note: The following lips apply only to Warp 4 
(Merlin). 

Tip >5 

Add the line SET SCKILLFEATUREENABLED-i 
to provide a list of running processes that can 
be killed (when pressing CTRL and clicking on 

Tip >6 

Add the line SET SCUSEPRETTYCLOCK-ON to 
change the clock on the Warp Center to green 
numbers on a black background. 


Tip 17 

Add the line SET SCFINDUTILI- 
TY-C:\0S2\APPS\PMSEEK.EXE (or whatever 

instead of the default search utility. 

Tip 18 

Add the line SET SCCANBENUKED-i to pro- 

WPS is restarted (I have notified this 
one!). ♦ 

Kevin Unfield is planning on taking over the 
world. To help him In his conquest, email 
him at Unfteld@iname.com . 



Fullv Loaded System: ’.System Configuration: 

AMD K6-I66 S1699 ~ '"“l™ Cl ? ip6 2 PnP Motherboard 

„ a -700 I 512F Pipeline Burst Cade 
* 1 / - 32 MB EDO DRAM. 1.44MB FDD 

S 1 927 1-2.1 GB Ultra DMA HDD 
S 1680 1 1 - 53 YiRGE 3D w/4MB, MPEG 
S 1 788 ! Uaytak OSD N/l, UK, D/C. Mon 


AMD K 6-200 
AMD K6-233 
Pentium’ 166 
Pentium" 200 


ASdS 6 2.9' , 'je [ -t.-' 


"'-oOZ,, 1 a a -©'Tower Case. Log. PS/2 Mouse 

r? | Penttum 166mmx$ 1699 j| - Fujitsu Win95 Keyboard 

' - ’ ' Pentium 200mm»$ 1 840 ! 24x IDE CD ROM Drive 



ATI 5D Pm Turbo PC2TV wliU B 5GSAU 

OKSTMajUtor. .250^ 

Win 95 keyboard 


cm Pqru> 3 1GB ltt-»PMA 4W 

'or, 2&dpL 16901260 j 


API 5G IT SVGA Motto 


Fglbj Win 95 keyboard 


Mraors 95 CD fiASt2 


DO you WANT TO DO ANIMATION OR VIDEO EDITING ON YOUR PC ? 


E>AHIMATIOh Ml VIDEO 


re^ceri/or^ m 

saii^jpS^ 


BECOME AN ANIMATOR 

3D Studio MAX is tin: 
here and it is HOT.... 

30 Studio MAX directly 
competes with other high 
end 3D Graphics packages 
costing thousands of i 
dollars more... Call today 
tor Vancouver best prices 
on both lull packages and 
upgrades. 

CALL Today for a DEMO 

IC Technology is Vancouver Student and Institutional 
Authority lor all Digital Video and Animation Products.. 

mire VIDEO DC30 



Broadcast Video at 
affordable prices 


Outstanding PROFESSIONAL 
VIDEO quality trom DPS 
(makers of the PAR). SCSI2, 
PCI bus. Component, S-Video& Betacam @ 60 fields/ 
sec, 720x480 resolution. Real- time capture and 
playback ol Video & Animation. Works with many 
powerful editing packages such as Speed Razor, 
..Premiere and Video Action NT. $2395 00 


P 


video and 

to your video, mb CD-qoallty audio, and Uier 
Wedding and Family Videos...... Includes... 

FULL ADOBE PREMIERE 4.2 AVerKe' 



MAKE AN IMPACT WITH 
YOUR PRESENTATIONS 


ic •technology 1 


PC to IV ENCODERS 

3 

@ smk£ 

$495 


$249 

AVerKey Plus 

An economical but also high 
quality and flicker free 

S roduct with composite and 
-Video out. 640 X 480 
(NTSC) Flicker-tree image in 
16.7 million colours, 


(604)681-7057 


DUAL Pentium II Systems Avialiable - Call for information.... 
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w printer printing type in th 




I'm a; 

selected in your document doesn' 
the font that your printer has printed. There 
are generally three reasons why your printer 
can do this to you. 

First, the document you're trying to print 
may have been created using a font that is not 
installed in your Macintosh (or not properly 
installed in the Fonts folder within your Mac's 
System folder). This can be caused, for exam- 
ple, when you try 


clip art and even when you download some 
graphics from the Internet. Again, the best 
solution is to ensure the font used In the CPS 
graphic is available to your Mac. Often, you'll 
need to ask whoever designed the particular 
graphic for the font name. Alternatively, some 
programs will alert you to the fact that a need- 
I font is " missing " and recommend a substi- 


a graphic outline of lb 


font installed in order to 


Macintosh. To solve this problem, simply look 
to see if all the fonts used by your documents 
are installed and available to your application 
software. If any font is not there, install it or 
change the font in your document to some- 
thing you have. Some application software 
programs such as Adobe PageMaker and 
Quark XPress are able to generate a list of all 
fonts used within a given document. This Is 
especially helpful if you take your print job to 
a third-party service bureau to print. 

Second, your document may contain an CPS 
(encapsulated PostScript) graphic that was 
created using a font not installed in your 
System. This can happen with some types of 


Finally, if you're using an Apple bit mapped 
font and have “font substitution" turned on in 
the print dialogue box, you might get strange 
results. Specifically, if you have a PostScript 
laser printer and you are using New York, for 
example, your Mac will attempt to print out a 
close approximation of Palatino (a PostScript 
savvy font) and not New York. Similarly, 
Geneva will print out an odd-looking version 
of Helvetica, and so on. To fix this problem, 
remember to format your documents in the 
fonts designed for your printer-in this case, a 
PostScript laser printer. Fonts that have city 
names (such as Geneva. London, Toronto or 


Vancouver 7echno5tore 


We're HERE to serve all your computing needs. 
WHY go anywhere else? 



intel 

AMDiH 


OM) 


FREE Scanning & Training still available! 
#120-3989 Henning Drive, Burnaby, B.C. V5C 6N5 
Tel: (604) 298-1067 Fax: (604) 298-9067 
http://www.technostore.com 
email: paul@technostore.com 


100% SERVICE SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 



San Francisco) are designed for inkjet printers 
and will print improperly on a laser printer. 


Monitor balks at new OS 

Q; I just came back from vacation and found 
the computer people have finally delivered my 
long-awaited System 7.6.1. The support rep 
dutifully installed the new software and 
checked everything out. The problem is that 
my Power Mac 7100 is no longer able to dis- 
play high resolutions on my Apple 1710 moni- 
tor. What's going on? 

Alex 

MacShrink David Rosen replies: Dear Alex: 
Don't worry, nothing's broken. The problem is 
the way In which your new OS handles your 
hardware and it can be easily corrected using 
a patch from Apple, In fact, the problem 
you're describing is one common to all Power 
Macs with NuBus slots (including the Power 
Mac 6100, 7100, and 8100) and an Apple 1710 
or Apple 1710AV monitor. 

When the monitor is attached to the AV 
Display Connector (that's the one with live- 
count 'em- rows of pin holes), System 7.6.1 
can't figure out how to display resolutions 
beyond the standard 640x460 pixels. Even 


«» 

% 

weirder is the fact that the Monitors and 
Sound control panel doesn't even you give 
you a choice about things! No matter what 
you try, the dialogue box gives you no option 
of driving more pixels to your screen. 

The solution, fortunately, is simple. You 
need to update the software for your 
Macintosh's monitor to AppleVision 1.5.3 for 
greater). You can download this software from 
Apple's Web site at www.support.info. 
apple.eom/ltp/7.6.1.html. 

Best of all. it's free. 

Banishing unwanted animation 

Cb Can you tell how to get rid of the anima- 

died with Warp 4? They were nice to watch the 
first time, but have now become boring and a 
waste of time. 

Kevin Linfield responds: Not a problem. )ust 
open the Settings for the game and deselect 
the button for playing the opening video. 

Which HPFS is hr you? 
a Do the terms "HPFS" and "386 HPFS" refer 
t.jt n t i nutd on p a 1 1 46 



THE CURSOR STICK 

• Quickly convert 
your arrow keys 
into a joystick 

• Supports diagonal 
movement 

• Fast game playing 
speeds 

• Scroll web pages 
with ease 

MONEY BACK GUAR ANTE 


y weosites 
Maximum Internet 

Comp/ere, Professional Internet services 


The future of business Is headed towards the In ter net, why 
Isn't yours? We have only seen the beginning, and NOW Is 
the time to get on-line with your business. 

"How do I do It?" "Where do I start?" 

Maximum Internet can answer these and other questions 
you may have. 

Let our design team go to worh for you! We can create, 
maintain, update your site, we also can provide you with 
dial- In accounts, e-mall accounts. 

Everything you will need. 

A /ways done on t/me end on budget/ 

Website Creation - Virtual Servers - Domain Name Registration 

wmv^mdx-net^com^^^ 


;e 



3 * Easy on the wrist 
and fingers 

7 /' • Fits most standard 
/ keyboards 


CAROM VENTURES 
#238-9458 Prince Chari. 
Surrey, B.C. V3V 1S6 
(604)582-3837 
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to the same thing? Or. is 386 HPFS the new 
and Improved HPFS? What is the difference, if 
there is a difference, and where can I get more 

Mike 

Kevin Linfietd responds: HPFS is OS/2's 
High Performance File System and as you 

sions of it. * OS/2 Client (Warp and Warp 
Connect) use an older, 16-blt version of the 
Hie system that was designed for OS/2 1.2 
and Is best for a client machine. The maxi 


Warp Server uses an enhanced 32-bit HPFS 
system designed tor server applications fit 
includes user-access settings) and you can use 


Although it is possible to run 386HPFS under 
client OS/2 (if you have an extra Warp Server 
or LAN Server licence). IBM does not recom- 
mend it due to the additional overhead. 
People on the Internet have reported only a 
small (2 per cent) Improvement when using 
386HPFS under Warp Client. 


Wipe the state dean 

Q; How on earth do I get OS/2 to do a real for- 
mat of the hard drive during OS/2 installation 
for HPFS? The FASTFORMAT default just does- 

I just want a clean hard drive for*my OS/2 


Kevin Llnfield responds: What you want to do 
Is a long format, and you will most likely need 
to do this from the command prompt. When 
you are installing OS/2, after booling from the 
first two (or three) diskettes, press F3 to go to 
the command prompt. Then type (no quotes) 
“ FORMAT C: /L" (or whatever drive you are 
installing OS/2 onto) for a long FAT format 
(use -FORMAT C /FS:HPFS /L" for a long HPFS 
format). For more information on the format 
command, type “HELP FORMAT " from the 
OS/2 command prompt when the Workplace 
Shell is running. 

Long name tangle 

Q; I am using long filenames in my DeScilbe 

to floppies for storage. When I try to do this I 
get a message "Path/filename exceeded maxi- 
mum length." I guess this Is because of the 
FAT limitation, so is there a way lo format the 
floppy HPFS or to copy these files without 

Kevin Linfield responds: What you are running 
Into is the FAT file system's file length limit of 
8.3 characters. If you copy files from the com- 

thls (unless you use a compression program 
like ZIP to compress all of your files into one). 

Lucky for OS/2 users, IBM invented the 
Workplace Shell. Simply open the folder that 


and-drop them onto the floppy disk icon (in 
your Dnves folder), OS/2 uses Extended 
Atthbutes to keep track of the long filename 
on the floppy disk, so if and when you copy 

you copy them from the Workplace Shell, not 
the command prompt. As for formatting flop- 
py disks HPFS, some users have had limited 

this is not a viable option for the average OS/2 


Shell vs. PM 

Q; What is the difference between the 
Workplace Shell (WPS) and the Presentation 
Manager (PM)? I'm confused from your artldes. 

Peter 

Kevin Unfield responds: The Workplace Shell 
Is the object-oriented graphical user interface 
of OS/2 (2.0 and higher), which itself is a 
Presentation Manager program. It consists of 

devices and obiects by using the mouse. 

The Presentation Manager is the graphical 

written and programs can run. If you do not 

ment shell (such as Program Commander/2 or 
MShell) to launch programs, including PM 
programs (l.e., you can run the Presentation 



Boot-disk camp 

Q: Can I boot basically any operating system 
that fits onto just one floppy using this "boot 
DOS from A:" option? Thanks in advance. 

Ronald 

Kevin Llnfield responds: While you can run 
many different operating systems through 
OS/2's Boot from drive A:, you cannot bool 
any protecled-mode operating systems, such 
as Linux or Windows NT. You can. however, 
boot various flavours of DOS (including 
Windows ps's DOS) and even some variations 
of UNIX, including Minix. 

Disappearing megs 

Q: About three weeks ago. both of my com- 
puters. a 486/66 and a 486/33 with a gig hard 

was no virus. I fixed my 486/66 by using 
FDISK. and my 486/33's original hard drive 
using DOS 6.22 disks. A problem I encoun- 
tered while trying lo restore my 486 / 33 's gig 
hard drive was that when I used FDISK. It 
restored only 127 of the 1.000 MB. When I dis- 
played the hard drive, there was only 127. I'm 

Please help. 

K. Cheung 

Alan Zisman replies: Sounds like a very bad 
day! The reality is that hard drives crash (I lost 

“Back up frequently... back up frequently..."). 

It sounds like you're having the problem you 
describe because older PC computers are 


FLAT RATE INTERNET ACCESS 


$9.95/mONTH OR $19.95/l 


• NO SETUP FEE 

• TECH SUPPORT 

• LOW USER / LINE RATIO 


FULL RANGE OF CORPORATE SPECIALS 
Web Page Publishing 
Web Site Hosting 
Domain Name Registration 


MONTH 

•NO PRIMETIME FEES 
•33.6 KBPS MODEMS 
• FREE SOFTWARE 


ISDN &56K FLEX CONNECTIONS 
FOR AS LOW AS $9.95/M0NTH 


E-MAIL “Corporate & Family Services" 


Dial Up Account Includes 

WWW-Newsgroups - Chat - E-mail - FTP 

irraneT ughtspged" 

482-1190 

E-m„llr into® lightspe.d.bc.ca W.b Site: http://li 9 htepebd.bb.ca/ D , v q F warught INDUSTRIES INC. - SINCE 1987 
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Western Canadian Computer 

SWAP MEET 


Sat. November 22, 1997 
10:00am - 3:00pm 

Cloverdale Fairgrounds (Alice Mckay Building) 
6050 176 St. Cloverdale B.C. \ 

Regular 


The place to 
shop for Christmas 

fidmission: : 

$4.00 J 

10:00am - 3:00pm 

Free CD-ROM 
Software for 
Everyone at 
the door 


Door prizes all day long 
2:00pm draw CD-ROM 
with sound card 


Incredible Savings 
New & Used 
hardware. Software, 
Monitors, Printers, 
Modems. Hard 
Drives, 

Everything for 
Home, Office 

i \ Lots of Vendors 
Don't miss it 



582-9443 or 581-4698 







How td Stuff a 
Stocking this 
Holiday Season. 


T he 1997 Consumers Buyer’s 
Guide is your key to learning 
about over 60 new Computer 
Hardware & Software products this 
Holiday Season. 

• Website and Product listings 
from 50 Computer Hardware Sc 
Software manufactures 

• Valuable Coupons to help you 
save money 

• Interesting Editorial articles on 
the new DVD technologies and 
Virtual Life games 


Computer Systems Centre ~ fit# 

s j EESEJi 

EM 

NORTHERN COMPUTERS @ compute 
WestWorld Computers Ltd. 

FROSTY'S 
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Back to the ‘80s with arcade clones 



Does Your Office have 
a Recycling Program? 


Conserve our environment and 
save $$$ at the same time 

Use Recharged Toner Cartridges 



1 00% Money Back Guarantee 


• Sharp Z-series Copier HIP. HID, lllsr, IV • Apple 

• Panasonic FP820 • Canon • Brother • I BM 

u Machines " QMS " NEC ’ and morel 

Onsite Cleaning Service — Rebuilt Fuser Assemblies 

FREE PICK-UP AND DEUVERY IN GREATER VANCOUVER 


zfyouette 

LASER PRODUCTS INC. 

5158 Still Creek Ave. Burnaby, B.C. 


Call Today 

291-8442 

Fax: 291-8435 
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A six-pack of great gaming Web sites 



BY MARC SALTZMAN 

R ighl off the bat. I want to make sure 
we're on the same wavelength here. 
With literally thousands of great com- 
puter game-related Web sites on the Internet, it 
would be presumptuous and downright igno- 
rant for me to pin a ribbon only on a select few. 
Therefore, this list will simply highlight a half- 
dozen of the more comprehensive, resourceful, 
and attractive gaming e-zincs (electronic mag- 
azines) or Web counterparts to paper maga- 
zines covering all genres of gamcplay. Please 
keep in mind they are not listed in any particu- 
lar order, and sites that arc mainly shareware 
archives, such as Happy Puppy or Games 
Domain, are not covered here. 

This beautiful San Francisco-based e-zine has 
just revamped the graphics on its site to make 
the load time considerably faster (one major 
complaint from surfers with slower modems). 
Gamcspol is a colourful, newspaper-like site 
that caters to (he diehard gaming enthusiast 
Although it covers many areas of gameplay. its 
feature sections, strategy guides, and game 
reviews are its strong points. 

It also recently joined forces with the popular 
paper magazine Computer Gaming World with 
the right to publish its discerning editorial con- 
tent. Console gamers should check out its sis- 
ter site. VideoGamcspot. 



Also in San Fran, and part of the larger and 
well-respected C-Net family. Gamccenter is a 
very thorough and hard-hitting (yet tun) Web 
publication for computer- and console-game 


Gamecenler has a more laid back approach to 
reviews and feature sections (with more per- 
sonality than Gamcspol). hut its news cover- 


Why settle for just the Internet? 
CompuServe gives you the Internet 
and a whole lot more. 
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CompuServe makes seme o I the chaos. And 
CS pves you much more than just the *Net 
alone. Sure, you get easy, high-speed Internet 
access. But that just scratches the surface. 



* Chat groups with parental controls 


In fact, whatever you're loolung lor m an onkn 
service, chances are you'll find it with CSl It's no 
wonder PC Ataganne chose CompuServe as the 


Try CompuServe and decide for yourself! 

For your FREE software, call 1-800-487-0952 


CompuServe. 


Get online 
with CompuServe 
and get the best of both worlds. 
With three great plans to suit four 
online needs — and your budget — 
CompuServe is truly at you’ll ever need. 


24 


.95' US/MO. 
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.95' us/rvio. 
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.95' US/MO. 






Great gaining sites 

continued from p a g e 51 
seriously. Grcal downloads and cheal codes arc 
also available here. 

Adrenaline Vault 

Any Web site that pays as much attention to the 
online Quake culture as Adrenaline Vault gets 
thumbs up in my book. Besides coverage of 
Quake add-ons and total conversions, this site has 
really made strides in the past year, focusing 
strongly on game reviews, previews, news, 
interviews, and the latest game demos available. 

mings and sleek interface make 
Adrenaline Vault an informative, futuristic 
read. Also check out one of its off-shoot 
publications. Elite Games, for excellent 
3D gaming coverage. 

Gamesmania 

This Toronto-based e-zine has been kicking 
some virtual butt since it debuted on the Web 
a little over a year ago. Talk about expan- 
sion — the site now publishes content in four 
languages besides English: German. 

Gamesmania's strengths arc in its feature sto- 
ries. game previews, reviews, and in the 
downloads department (it offers hundreds of 

demos and patches!). 

Another distinct addition to the 
Gamesmania family is a subset of 12 sister 
pages devoted to hot current or upcoming 
games, such as Slarcrafl, Diablo. Quake 11. 
and Command & Conquer. Red Alert, to 


PC Gamer is the only site mentioned here that 
has a paper counterpart, which also happens 
to be the number-one selling computer-game 
magazine in the world. As with Gamcspot. 
this site caters to very serious computer 
gamers and is best-known for its daily news. 

Back, to the Sos 

continued from p a g e 50 
Command. Defender, and Lunar Lander, to 

downloads— you can even fit them all on 
one floppy diskette! 

Reasonable facsimiles 

The last batch of arcade clones I'll mention 
arc designed from the ground-up by Champ 
Programming and they house a hearty cata- 
log of favourites such as Galaxian. 
Centipede. Froggcr, Donkey Kong. Burger 
Time. Galaga. Space Invaders. Pacman. and 
Ms, Pacman. 

The good news is that they are excellent 
facsimiles of their predecessors and the 

240KB or so. The downside to all this is that 
this is shareware, so you'll only get a couple 
of levels per game and then you must shell 
out roughly US$15 for the code to unlock the 
full game. Most games ship with both "clas- 
sic" and "champ” mode (new graphics and 
other features), support for joysticks and two 
players, and will run on most older PC sys- 
tems (386 or 486). ♦ 


feature sections, archived game reviews, 
"downloads of (he day." and upcoming game 
coverage in development. 

Unfortunately, its strategy department is not 
up to dale, but game walkthroughs, cheat 
codes, and guides to older titles arc all listed. 
Check out its enormous Quake II screenshot 


gallery while you're here. 

To round off this six-pack of great online PC 
gaming publications is Gamepen— one of the 
oldest and highly regarded sites of the bunch. 
Gamepen knocked our socks off with its 


relentless E3 coverage this year, but its regu- 
lar sections arc equally as impressive: news. 

and "group therapy" area, Gamepen is pan of 
the larger Unified Gamers Online group— a 
definite must for PC and console game fanat- 
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(without collapsing your 
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Caution, giants merging 

BY SAUL CHERNOS Interne! service provider (ISP) The transaction involves a complex trad- 

CompuServe Online Services pending mg of assets. It began with H&R Block 
f nleric * Online is set to acquire fellow approval by U.S. regulators. announcing the sale in early September of 


Capabilities! 

checkbook) 

When il comes lo number crunching, data processing, information storing, graphics 
generating, presentation blasting performance. Sceptre notebooks rock! 


its majority holding of CompuServe Corp. 
shares to WorldCom Inc., a U.S. network 

Within a day. WorldCom turned around 
and exchanged CompuServe's Internet 
Services division to Dulles, Virginia-based 
AOL in return for ANS Communications 
Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of AOL 
that provides high-level network services. 
AOL also stands to receive USSI75 million 
from the deal, which it estimates is woith 

the deal will be approved," AOL spokesper- 
son Rich D' Amato told The Computer 
Player 1 "We knew from the beginning that 
it could take six months to close, though we 
all agree the sooner the better." 

Adding CompuServe's 2.6 million 
users to AOL's nine million, boosts the 
latter's standing as the largest ISP in the 
world. 


✓ 
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These Sceptre notebooks, from the cxtreme-pcrformancc/cxtreme-valuc S4500 featuring 
a 166 MHz Intel Pentium® Processor with MMX'" technology to the ultra extreme- 
performance S5500 featuring a 233 MHz Intel Pentium® Processor with MMO " (Intel 
Mobile Module) technology, come with these features: 



system controller chipsets 

• 2 Type II / 1 Type III PCMCIA slots 

• Built-in stereo sound 

• 9-cell Lithium-Ion battery with built-in 
remaining life indicator 

• Microsoft Windows 95 installed 

• Industry standard security lock ready 

• IrDA 1.0 Standard compliance 

• One year warranty 

To get you hands on one of these capability 
expanding machines so you too can rock, call: 


• 33.6k Fax/Modem 

• IO port replicator 

• Auto hot docking station 

• Extended warranty 


888 - 580-5588 

Check out our website at: 
www.sceptretech.com 


The First, The Best, The Only 


Unique identities 

AOL has more than 100.000 users in 
Canada, and while the CompuServe acqui- 
sition will add another 80,000 Canadian 
subscribers to the AOL fold. D' Amato says 
the two services will remain distinct. 
“People will continue to receive the same 
services," he says. "We intend to operate 
CompuServe as a separate brand." 

D' Amato says CompuServe will retain its 
Columbus. Ohio, headquarters, but 
acknowledged there could be other changes 
if the sale is approved. 

"Somewhere down the line we’ll be look- 





As well. AOL won't he making any deci- 
sions regarding content or technology until 
the transaction is approved, according lo 
D' Amato. 

CompuServe spokesperson Steve 
Conway also says the two services would 
remain distinct. He adds that CompuServe 
was busy bee Hng up its Canadian content 
prior to the announcement, and will con- 
tinue lo do so. 


Bad tidings? 

Jesse Hirsh, a Toronto m 


ownership and is especially dangerous 
because governments arc allowing compa- 
nies to regulate themselves. 

“Under the banner of convergence, the 
telecommunications industry is consolidal- 

political power as the landlord of the glob- 
al information society,” Hirsh says. "If a 
government regulates the Internet, there 
are so-called democratic means by which 
you can challenge that. However, when 
corporations regulate themselves, there 
aren't any democratic means to challenge 
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MultiMedia Asia Software Supply Centre 


Super Asia Software for 
MS office 97 and Windows NT 

Vancouver, Burnaby, Richmond, Surrey, Coquitlum 

TO: 341-0180 
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Chinese StoforWmdws95 (Gtana) . - 

•Ricbwrn for Windows 95 (China) JlISiglB - £(8 • ffltt'fj'SiSSt 

•MSWindowChineseEditxrafTaiwan) • : STfSS - ftS&MM 

• Union WayAsiaSune (USA) - • ®&|f ±S - 5R® • 

•Twinbridge Asia 46 Font Suite (IJSA) £S57 iJt< 9(« off Chinese Pen) 

• Dragon Writer Asia Suite (USA) • 5SHffi#B*5!l 

■learn to speak Chinese onCD-Rom • 4>3t Window 32 S3HO 

Computer Systems 

(Internet Ready + Multimedia Computer) 

Pentium 200 -$1949 Pentium 133 - S 1359 

Pentium 166 - 1779 K5 pro 100 - $1 259 

(Included CD Rom. Sound Card) 
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BIS COMPUTER SERVICE 

#121-4940, Ho. 3 Road, Richmond. BC, V6X 3A5 (IfiSsSiTS&PS# ) 
* (604)214-8020, Fax (604) 214-8021 
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Market Place 



The Place for Computer Books 
Westwood Moll - 3000 Lougheed Hay, Pan 464-5515 
Champlain MaB - 3200 E54 An., Vanaxntr 437-5553 

"The bookseller with experience and knowledge " 


Give Someone 
a Second Chance. 

March is Kidney Month. Please give generously. 

The Kidney Foundation of Canada 


Compu c j iange Computer Show 

>11)TER#CIHIESl5<fs' 

GRIDE CCRTEST 

3 Prizes to be eiven to hieh score winners!!! 



We Rent IBM Compatibles, 386, 
486 Pentium & Most Brands of Printers 

Tel: (604) 521-6904 Fax: 5254060 
email: ablerent@intergate.bc.ca 
440 CANFOR AVENUE. NEW WESTMINSTER, B.C. V3L 3C9 


By Nick Majors' DATA RECOVERY LABS 

Why do so many corporations, service technicians. 

computer professionals insist on using Nick 
Majors and his team of experts lor al ol their emergency recovery 
needs? SIMPLE - We are just BETIBt at what we 
do lhan anyone else In the world 1 

Nick Majors’ DATA RECOVERY LABS 

(TORONTO. CANADA / BUFFALO. NEW YORK) 

The most technically successful feciity 
available - anywhere - at any price! 

Speoatemg in HGH-6JD / TOP PRIORITY JOBS - Including 
Network Servers, Advanced Operating System problems, 
Multi-dnve RAfD/ARRAY config ua twis, 

Optical Juketxixes and Tape / DAT recoveries 






nooiooif 
1001001 
CL 100 


For information on attending... 

Go online lor complete details at www.comdex.com 
Or. from Canada: Call 604-685-1896 or fax 604-685-1897 
From the U.S.: Call 781-433-1500 or fax 781-449-1413 

For information on exhibiting... 

From Canada: Call 604-685-1896. ext 1574, or fax 604-685-1897 
From the U.S.: Call 781-433-1574 or fax 781-433-2818 

Conference Hotline 

Call the CONFERENCE HOTLINE for updated information 
on sessions and speakers. From Canada call 604-685-1 896. ext 1650 
From the U.S.call 781-433-1650 


T® 


SOURCE DELIVERS MORE 


® CONNECT WITH THE EXHIBITS 


CONNECT WITH THE CONFERENCE 

and leam everything you need to know about Web-enabled appllcaboi 
electronic commerce, networking and more. 

11 COMDEX 

PacRim '98 


Vancouver, British Colum 


WWW.COMOEX.COWI 


:m MA 02194 2722 USA P 



Nci Netlink Computers PQ97 
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3D Micro 
3J Computers 
Able Computer Rentals 
Acca Access 

Addax Computers 
AE Electronics Corp 
Agfa 

Alouette Laser Produces 
Anitec Computers 
Arete Computers 
ATIC Computer 
B&C Computers 
Bis Computer Services 
Bis Information 
Buy & Sell 
Caron Ventures 
CE Computer Outlet 

Cody Books Ltd 
CompuServe 
Computer Scrap 
Cougar Systems 
Cytotech 
D.W.Tech 

Data Recovery Labs 
Dexton 

Future Shop 
Games Lovers’ Library 
Golden Top 

Half Price Computer Books 
1C Tecnology 
ICI Intowave 
Imagine! 

Ingram Micro 
Instant Solutions 
Internet Direct 
Internet Gateway 
Internet Lightspeed 
JRS Computers 
Maple Oak Computer 
Maximum Internet 
MDI Telecom 

Multimedia Technologies 
N&K Computer Limited 
Nantron Systems Ltd 
Netlink Computer 
Nicer Technologies 
Nomi Computer Sense 
Nu-Age Computers Plus 
PC Connections 
Portable Solutions 
PowerSonic 

Radiant Communication 
RPC Computer Electronics 
Sceptre 
Smart Net 
Softbank Comdex 
Soho Skyway 
Subscription Form 
Swap Meet 

System Pro Computers 
The Newton Store 
United Computers 
Vancouver TechnoStore 
ViewSonic 

Zeven Enterprises Ltd 
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This listing is provided as a client service 
Computer Player! Cannot be held 
responsible (or enors or ommissions. 


2 Year Parts & Labour 
Warranty with 
Guaranteed 2 Day 
Turnaround! 

I 

Fal 

Chronics 

I .Feature 

No Lemon Warranty: If you have 
more than 2 problems within 6 
months with yom new Faronics 
computer, we'll replace the 
whole unit free 


Faronics 5150M16 


Intel VX Chipset MMX Mamboard 

Intel Pentium 150 CPU 

1.7GB Ultra IDE Hard Drive 

16 MB EDO RAM 

20X CD-ROM, 32 bit 

144MB Floppy Drive 

Cirrus Logic 5446 Video Card 

w/Software MPEG 

3D Surround Sound Card 

Speakers 

Enhanced Windows 95 Keyboard 
Mouse with Mouse Pad 


Flash Rom Bios 
Enhanced IDE Controller. M_ 
2 High Speed Serial Ports 
Enhanced Parallel Port 
Faronics Mini-Tower Case. 
CSA Approved Power Supply 
INCLUDING 
14' SVGA Monitor 

$999.00 

Lease for S36 p/m 


Sftironics 


Faronics Family System 


Faronics 5166MMX16 

• PA 2007 IMS Cache MMX Motherboard 

• Intel Pentium 166 MMX Processor 
•25GB Ultra IDE Hard Dnve 

• 16MB EDO RAM 12 « 6MB Modolesl 

• I 44MB Floppy Drive 
•8X CD ROM Drive. 32Bit 

• 2MB Cirrus Logic 5446 V.doo Card w/Soltware 

• 3D Surround Sound Card 

• flash Rom Bios 

• Enhanced IDE Controller, Mode a 

•2 High Speed Serial Pons & Enhanced Paralle 

• Enhanced Windows 95 Keyboard 

• Microsoft Mouse with Mouse Pad 


INCIU0ES 

•15' KTX Monitor, Nl, Low Radiation, 28dpi 
ALSO INCLUDES 

•Microsoft Windows 9S 0SR2 Release with CD & Manual 
• Microsoft Internet Explorer 
■ Microsoft Works. Microsoft Encana 97, Microsoft 
•llcrosoft 30 Works, 




rosoft Game Sampler 




Void Pro, lot 


•Nonon Anti-Virus 

S1799.00 

Lease S65 p/m 


Faronics Performer System 


• Intel Pentium 166 Processor with MMX 

•3.2GB Ultra IDE Hard Ornre 

• 32MB EDO RAM 12 « 16MB Modulesl 
•144MB floppy Drive 

•I6X CD-ROM Drnie,32Bit 

• S3 Virgo 30 Video Card 2MB 


•US Rc 


•ax Modem 


• 2 High Speed Serial Ports & Enhanced 

• Enhanced Windows 95 Keyboard 

• Microsoft Mouse with Mouse Pad 

• Faronics Mini tower Case. CSA 
Approved Power Supply 
INCLUDES 

•15“ KTX Monitor. Nl, Low Radiation, .28dpi 
ALSO INCLUDES ' 

• Microsoft Windows 95 0SR2 Release 

with CD & Manual 

• Microsoft Internet Explorer 


$1899.00 

Lease S68 p/m 


Faronics Performer Plus System 


wTGames & Encyclopedia 
•US Robotics 336 Data Fax 
■ 3D Surround Sound Card 
•LabtecLCS- 1224 Speakers 


• 2 High Speed Senal Pons 81 Enhanc 


•faronics Mid-tower Case. CSA 
Approved Power Supply 
INCLUDES 

•17“ KTX Monitor. Nl, low Radiation, .28dpi 
ALSO INCLUDES 

• Microsoft Windows 95 0SR2 Release 


$2599.00 

Lease S94 p/m 


Faronics Dream Machine 


• Intel IX Chipset Pentium II MMX Motherboard 

• Intel Pentium II 233 Processor with MMX Techr 
•70GB Ultra IDE Hard Ornre 

• 32M8 SDRAM II x 32MB Module) 

•144MB floppy Drive 

•24X CD-ROM Drive, 32Bit 

• Diamond Stealth 30 4M8 Video Card PCI 64-btl 

•3D Surround Sound Card Full Duplex 


• Ultra DMA IDE Controller. PS/2 Pons. T 

• 2 High Speed Senal Pons & Enhanced 

• Enhanced Windows 95 Keyboard 


INCLUDES 

•17~ KTX Monitor, Nl. Low Radiation, 28i 
ALSO INCLUDES 

• Microsoft Windows 95 0SR2 Release 0 


$3699.00 

Lease S133 p/m 



Includes the EA SPORTS GrIP MultiPon and two S-button EA SPORTS 
GrIP-Pad controllers plus the lull version ot EA SPORTS TriplePtay 97 

• Ptug and play ronnertion to any siandard PC game port 

• Connect up to 4 GrIP controllers (additional GdP-Pads sold separately) 

• Digital interlace speeds game performance 

• Automatic calibration 

• DOS and Windows 95 compatibility lor all your favorite games 

• Simple Windows 95 software lets you assign keyboard commands to 
6r!P-Pad buttons 

• MulIrPort lets you connect standard /oyshcks loo (through 2 pass Through 
connectors), so all your loysiicks are ready whenever you want to play 


Cutting Edge Technology 

The new number one amongst the Socket 7 
boards is called PA-2007 and is sold by Faronics. This board is using the 
VIA Apollo VP2 Chipset It supports SDRAM and Ultra DMA just as well as 
Its TX chipset competitor, but its big advantage is the 1 MB onboard level 
2 cache, which is mainly responsible for its excellent Win95 and especially 
NT performance. Due to its VIA Apollo VP2 chipset jt also supports linear 
burst for Cyrix/IBM CPUs, so that this board is a double win for every 
Cyrix/IBM CPU user, since it's not only the fastest Socket 7 board anyhow, 
it even speeds up your 6x86 MX CPU by another 1 .5% to 2%. 

PA-2007 1MB Cache $145 


performance as high as 
other boards with 512KB 
cache and a 233Mhz 


Board on the market" 


No Payments for 90 Days Available 0AC. 

Customize the Systems to any Configuration - Just Call or Fax 540-8179 for a Quote 


Fkronics 

TECHNOLOGIES INC 


jjj 

Mi 


Hours: Mon - Fri 9-6 
Sat - Sun 115 


540-8199 


Check out www.faronics.com 


s es 



How The West Was One! 



Besla 

VANCMIEB 

I 
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CALI TODAY 

602-1800 

IN VANCOUVER 

1 - 800 - 232-4944 

OUTSIDE THE LOWER MAINLAND 


Direct, the leading ISP for 
Service, Support, Reliability and Speed, 
offers local Internet access at 12 
Points of Presence throughout BC 
and Alberta. Also, Room Free across 
our Western network to discover new 
frontm! Register now to corral the 
West to your fingertips! 

1 1 


Internet Direct 


loco/ /wfTwf 4<C55 in BC and Alborta 



